
ANIMAL HEALTH IRELAND 
To contribute to an economically, socially and environmentally sustainable farming 

and agri-food sector through improved animal health and welfare 

 

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

Animal Health Ireland Initiative a company limited by guarantee trading as Animal Health Ireland 

Registered in Dublin No: 470675 | Registered Office at 2-5 The Archways, Carrick-on-Shannon, Co. Leitrim, N41 WN27 

Directors: M. Blake | I. Deverell | Ml. Hanley | J. Kelly | J. Lynch (Chair) | J. Malone | D. McKenna 

 

Animal Health Ireland, 2-5 The Archways, Carrick-on-Shannon, Co. Leitrim, N41 WN27  

Phone |  071 9671928   Email | ahi@animalhealthireland.ie 

 

Press Release 

22nd May 2026 

 

Summer CalfCare 2026 sets the standard with nationwide on-farm events 

 

AHI’s Summer CalfCare Events return this June 

 

Animal Health Ireland (AHI) has announced details of the summer CalfCare series of events.  

 

The series sees the highly successful series return this June and will see farm families host on-farm 

events in collaboration with Teagasc’s DairyBeef 500 Programme and supported by Volac Milk 

Replacers Ireland Ltd (Feed For Growth). 

 

The theme of the series, “Summer Sets the Standard”, highlights best practice in all calf rearing 

systems and supports farmers in maintaining animal performance throughout the grazing season. 

 

Building on the success of previous CalfCare programmes, this year’s summer events will take place 

over three consecutive evenings from the 9th to the 11th of June, bringing farmers practical, on-farm 

advice and technical expertise focused on calf health, growth and long-term system performance. 

 

Hosted on farms in Louth, Sligo and Kildare, the events will showcase: 

 

• Keeping calves healthy 

• Causes of Summer scour 

• Calf performance at grazing 

 

Each event will begin at 7pm, with refreshments served afterwards. Events will take place on the 

farms of: 

 

• Francis Bellew, Monasterboice, Drogheda, Co. Louth, A92 NR52 

• Caroline & Kieran Henry, Toberscarden, Tubbercurry, Sligo, F91 X3C4 

• Simon & Peter Byrne, Castledermot, Athy, Co. Kildare, R14 R763 

 

AHI’s CalfCare Programme Manager Michelle McGrath said:  

"Summer Sets the Standard’’ reflects the aim of these events — showcasing practical steps that any  

farmer rearing calves can take to achieve targets  maintain animal performance throughout the 

grazing season and support strong results across their systems. 

 

"The summer programme provides an opportunity to focus on key management priorities during the 

grazing season, from grassland and nutrition to herd health. With longer evenings and strong 
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interest from farmers and farm families, these events offer a valuable opportunity to share practical 

advice and on-farm experience that can help maintain growth and performance throughout the 

season." 

 

Teagasc DairyBeef 500 Programme Co-ordinator Alan Dillon said: 

 

"The first year of life is hugely important in calf-to-beef systems, and maintaining growth momentum 

during this period has a significant impact on overall performance and profitability. These events will 

highlight achievable measures farmers can take to keep calves on target and avoid setbacks during 

the grazing season." 

 

Una Hickey, National Sales Manager of Volac Milk Replacers (Feed For Growth), said: 

 

"We are delighted to continue supporting the Summer CalfCare events through our Feed for Growth 

initiative. Supporting farmers with practical advice, resources and guidance is central to helping 

deliver healthy, productive animals and strong herd performance." 

 

The Summer CalfCare 2026 events programme is being delivered with the support of co-ops and 

meat processors across each region. 

 

For further information, visit Animal Health Ireland’s CalfCare webpage [INSERT LINK]. 
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