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As part of the Irish Johne’s Control Programme (IJCP) ancillary testing (ANC) of faecal samples 
are a required undertaking following ELISA test-positive results; in herds where infection has 

not been previously confirmed. Up until May 2024 it was also a requirement to test faecal samples 
from inconclusive ELISA result animals, however this rule was changed, and the programme now 
only requires positive result animals to be faecal tested. The change was implemented in the IJCP 
as programme data showed that faecal testing inconclusive ELISA results was not an effective use 
of resource to determine the Johne’s Disease (JD) infection status of a herd. Rather, the JD infection 
status of a herd is much more likely to be determined through faecal testing of the ELISA positive 
animals. This has the practical effect within the programme of reducing the number of animals that a 
farmer must identify and present to the vet for faecal testing, as only positive ELISA animals must now 
be tested. As described above herds previously disclosing a positive result to a faecal ANC test do not 
carry out any further faecal testing as these herds are considered already infected.

From the requirements above within the IJCP, testing applied to a herd is a combination of the ELISA 
test (Whole Herd Test (WHT) blood or milk) and the (ANC) faecal test. In an Irish context the majority 
of the ELISA testing occurs over the summer months, implemented at milk recording where milk 
samples are additionally used so the JD ELISA test can be applied to them. From these ELISA WHTs, 
test positive animals in herds which have not had confirmed infection must present these animals to 
their vet for faecal sampling. Figure 1 below shows the number of faecal tests carried out per month 
in the years 2021 to 2023.

0

500

1000

1500 2021

2022

Figure 1. Graph show-
ing the number of ANC 
dung tests carried out per 
month during 2021-2023
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Figure 1 shows that the majority of the faecal ANC tests are carried out from October to February and 
thus are mainly a winter activity. Within the programme faecal samples from positive ELISA animals 
should be submitted for testing within 45 days from the date of their positive result. It is important 
within the programme that faecal sampling is carried out as soon as is practical (within 45 days) after 
a positive ELISA result. Leaving these animals on the farm without ANC faecal testing for prolonged 
periods before they are tested is not a good ideas, as it means establishment of their infection status 
is delayed. If any of these animals return a positive faecal ANC test, they should be removed from the 
farm as soon as possible to a licenced slaughter premises, feedlot or herd from which animals are 
exclusively sent to slaughter.

All members of the IJCP are now notified by SMS whenever Johne’s results are uploaded to ICBF. The 
SMS notification message also contains a link, allowing the receiver to view the results. The message 
will also highlight if positive ELISA results were disclosed at the test and if required direction to contact 
your vet (AVP) to arrange faecal testing. Examples of the type of message a herd owner will receive 
after completing their herd test, (dependent on test results) are shown below in Table 1.

Remember if you currently have any 
animals in your herd which require faecal 
ANC testing and these have not been 
completed please contact your vet to 
arrange the sampling as soon as possible. 
If you need any more information about 
the IJCP please refer to the Animal 
Health Ireland website for further details, 
Johne’s Disease - Animal Health Ireland .

Table 1. Examples of messages which a herdowner member of the IJCP will receive after their ELISA herd 
test results are uploaded to ICBF.

https://animalhealthireland.ie/programmes/johnes-disease/
https://animalhealthireland.ie/programmes/johnes-disease/



