
It may be hard to believe but the dry period is imminent, so it is time to start planning for it. 
The dry period is such a crucial time of the year for the cow.  This is the time when mammary 

tissue regenerates, repairs and prepares to produce milk again. It is also the period when cows 
have an opportunity to reach the optimal body condition score, in preparation for calving and 
the start of the next breeding cycle. While you may not be planning to dry off the herd just yet, 
there are things that you can do now to make sure that you are ready and prepared.

We have moved on from ‘Blanket dry cow therapy’, where all cows are treated with dry cow 
antibiotic tubes at dry off. Although traditionally recognised as best practice in mastitis control, 
as we learn more about antibiotic use and antimicrobial resistance (AMR), this preventative 
practice has been reviewed. The Veterinary Medicine Regulation (EU 2019/6) requires farmers 
and vets to move towards ‘selective dry cow strategies’, which involve a more targeted use of 
antibiotic treatments. This means identifying specific cows that require an antibiotic, rather 
than blanket treating the whole herd. The objective of this regulation is to ensure we protect 
the antibiotics we have by using as little as possible but as much as necessary to minimise the 
risk of AMR. AMR occurs when an antimicrobial that was previously effective to treat a bacterial 
infection or disease is no longer effective. AMR has the potential to affect us all as the same 
antibiotics are used in both animal and human health.
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Arrange at least one milk recording before drying off

A milk recording within 30 days of drying off is vital to provide your vet with necessary individual cow 
information for prescribing, along with clinical mastitis history and milk sampling. Removing infected 
cows from the herd, that have been identified from milk recording and that are unlikely to be cured 
with antibiotic treatment, would reduce the spread of infection to the healthy cows in your herd, and 
the need for recurrent antibiotic treatments.

Don’t go it alone! Free consults are available

A selective drying off strategy is not without risk and is not something to embark on without seeking 
professional support. Free veterinary consults are available to dairy farmers, who have done at least 
4 milk recordings during the lactation and have an average bulk tank SCC of below 200,000 cells/
ml, as part of the Targeted Advisory Service on Animal Health (TASAH) funded through the Rural 
Development Plan 2014-2022. Applications are currently open until the end of November, for the 
TASAH Dry Cow Consult, although in the event of over-subscription, eligible herds will be selected 
according to the timing of their applications. Details on how to apply are available on the Animal 
Health Ireland website, click here. or on the left hand screen below.

An alternative consult, called Cell Count Solutions, is available for those who aren’t eligible for the 
Dry Cow Consult. Details on how to apply for this consult are available on the Animal Health Ireland 
website, click here or on the right hand screen below.

To apply for a TASAH Dry 
Cow Consult click here or 

scan the QR code

https://animalhealthireland.ie/programmes/cellcheck/cellcheck-dry-cow-consult-tasah/ or by clicking on
https://animalhealthireland.ie/programmes/cellcheck/cellcheck-cell-count-solutions-tasah/
https://portal.animalhealthireland.ie/CCKTASAHDCCREG/
https://portal.animalhealthireland.ie/CCKTASAHDCCREG/



