
In 2022 the Herd Summary Report for Johne’s was launched on ICBF. This 2-page report is available to all 
herds registered in the Irish Johne’s Control Programme (IJCP), presenting a summary of annual herd testing 
outcomes, VRAMP scores, and animal introductions since registration.  This report enables herdowners and 

AVPs to readily review at any time their herd’s performance over the course of their participation, identify any 
outstanding requirements and also benchmark their VRAMP scores against other participating herds.  These 
new displays of VRAMP scores and benchmarking have also been made available to the vet who carries out the 
yearly assessment to help refine advice given.

This is the first of two articles to show herdowners where they can access the Herd Summary Report and the type 
of information it contains. Remember also that your vet can be an invaluable source in helping you to evaluate 
the information in the report, allowing you to make more effective decisions about the management of your herd.

Liam Doyle, Johne’s disease Programme Manager

Your Herd Johne’s Summary Report –
Part 1 - What is it telling you?
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https://animalhealthireland.ie/programmes/johnes-disease/
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Where do I find my Herd Summary Report (HSR)                        
(Accessing the AHI dashboards)

To access your HSR go to your Johne’s homepage on ICBF. On the right hand side of the page under the heading 
PLEASE CHOOSE ONE OF THESE OPTIONS select JOHNE’S HERD SUMMARY REPORT at the bottom of the list 
(see Figure 1 below).

When the option of JOHNE’S HERD SUMMARY REPORT is selected from the homepage the report is displayed. 
At the top of the page is an option (Figure 2) to download your report as a pdf, transferring it to a suitable 
format for printing.

Figure 2. HSR page with 
option to download the report 
in printable format (pdf) 
highlighted in red.

Figure 1. ICBF Johne’s homepage 
with option of Johne’s herd 
summary report highlighted in red.
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Figure 3. Page one of your Johne’s Herd Summary Report showing sections 1 to 6.

Figures 3 and 4 below shows the Johne’s Herd Summary Report and the subsections it contains. In this bulletin 
for July and the bulletin for August we will look at the different parts of the report and what they mean. It is 
useful to know what the different parts of the report represent but in terms of the overall interpretation your 
veterinary practitioner is best placed to advise about how different aspects of it apply to your herd as they 
know your farm and how it operates.
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Figure 4.  Page two of your Johne’s Herd Summary Report showing sections 7 and 8.



JULY 2023 | PAGE 15

JOHNE'S DISEASE PROGRAMME

What do the different sections of the Herd Summary                      
Report mean?

Sections one and two give the herdowner information such as the herd number, date the report was generated 
and date of initial registration to the programme. Section three is the Johne’s Herd Indicator (JHI), which is 
currently under development and is intended to return a herd’s relative risk of infection. Development of a 
metric which assigns risk of infection to a herd is important in Johne’s disease control as it provides a measure 
of progress over time and identifies herds from which lower risk purchases can be made.

Section 4, shown in Figure 5 above is a summary of the testing carried out in the IJCP each year and the 
results of these tests. The first line of section 4 shows the years that a herd has been a member of the 
programme with any results prior to 2019 (Phase 2) summarised under the 2017/2018 column.   The first 
line in section 4, WHOLE HERD TESTING gives information about the completion status of the herd test 
in a given programme year. The values which can be present in this section indicate if the herd test was 
completed (C), partially completed (P) or not started (N).   The four rows below this are linked to the herd 
ELISA TEST (milk or blood), returning the number of animals tested and number of these ELISA tests which 
were positive, inconclusive or negative.   In the section immediately below ELISA testing is information on the 
PCR/CULTURE or ancillary testing. In herds where infection has not been proven by previous disclosure of 
a positive ancillary test, any animals positive or inconclusive (POSINC) ELISA results must be ancillary tested. 
This section informs the herdowner if any specified follow up testing (ancillary or ELISA) has not been done 
and if the animals concerned are still present in the herd, thus allowing action to be taken.

Next month we will look at the other sections of the herd summary report (Section 5 onwards) explaining the 
type of information being communicated and describing its relevance to Johne’s disease control in your herd.

Figure 5. Figure showing sections 2, 3 and 4 of the Johne’s Herd Summary Report.
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