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	h Login at www.pighealthcheck.ie

	h Click on Forget Password to set up your password.

	h The username is your herd number and the email address is the email address you have provided to the 
Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine.

	h Follow the instructions and you should receive an email with a link to set up your password. Afterwards 
you can access the database at: www.pighealthcheck.ie.

Access Pig Health Check Database

ACCESS AND USER PROFILE

www.pighealthcheck.ie
www.pighealthcheck.ie
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	h Click on the Antimicrobial Usage tab and a sub-menu will appear. Click on Dashboard. 

Overview Dashboard

USER GUIDE
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	h The Antimicrobial Usage Dashboard displays several headings with the first BUsage. This screen 
shows the most recent quarterly report (as per report issued by the DAFM Pig AMU Database). The 
table shows usage per route of administration for this quarter.

•	 Total used: amount of Kg of antimicrobials used in the last reported quarter.

•	 Total weight of pigs in the herd: amount in Kg of the total weight of all the pigs in the herd in 
the last reported quarter. This is based on the number of breeding animals and slaughtered pigs 
reported and using standard weights for those animals.

•	 Administered mg per Kg: total amount of antimicrobial used in mg divided by the total weight of 
the pigs in the herd. This measures the usage by herd size and it is the indicator chosen to compare 
with other farms and monitor usage at national level.

	h To know the distribution of usage per animal type and route, click on one type of Route (e.g. COral 
except premix). A graph will appear that shows the percentage of usage for that route type per age 
category (in this case weaners/growers).). The routes of transmission considered are oral (not including 
premix), premix and parenteral (i.e. injections).

	h Click on DTotal, a graph will appear with the amount used in Kgs of all active ingredients in the most 
recent quarterly report.

AMU Dashboard - Usage
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	h Click on BTotal, a graph will appear with the amount used in Kgs of all active ingredients in the most 
recent quarterly report.

AMU Dashboard - Usage
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	h The second tab is Benchmarking. The first graph on this screen shows the AMU of the last reported 
quarter compared with other farms that have shared their data with the Pig HealthCheck Programme. 
Your farm AMU results will be highlighted in red with the other farm results highlighted in blue. Usage 
is compared based on mg/Kg. Bars are ordered from high usage (left) to low usage (right). The green 
horizontal line represents the group average for this quarter (the average is calculated based on the 
number of farms reporting this quarter). This data includes farms that have shared their information 
with the Pig HealthCheck programme. Therefore, this is NOT a national average.

AMU Dashboard - Benchmarking
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	h Scrolling down another graph will appear. This graph shows the usage of critically important 
antimicrobials (CIAs) in the last reported quarter. CIAs are groups of antimicrobials considered 
to be critically important in human care as they are the antibiotics of last resort to treat disease 
when other antibiotics have failed. The Department of Agriculture, Food and Marine have a policy 
document outlining the conditions under which the Highest Priority Critically Important Antimicrobials 
(HPCIAs) can be prescribed and used. Given the importance of these HPCIAs in human health these 
antimicrobials should NOT be used prophylactically, i.e. to prevent disease or as first line of treatment 
in animals. They should only be used following veterinary advice, where there is no effective alternative 
antimicrobial available for the treatment of a specific animal. Restricting the use of these particular 
antimicrobials is vital to keep them effective for future use in human health but also to keep them 
available and effective to protect animal health and welfare. More advice on the use of HPCIAs in 
animals is contained within the official Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine (DAFM) HPCIA 
policy document available on the DAFM website  - Click here.

	h See the table below for a breakdown of antimicrobials.

AMU Dashboard - Benchmarking

https://www.gov.ie/pdf/?file=https://assets.gov.ie/94006/71a8d1e0-bfe4-40a2-b15a-b7c7e45278f5.pdf#page=1
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	h The third tab is Over Time. This screen shows first a graph with the usage (mg/Kg) on the farm over the 
last three  years split by route of administration (oral except premix, parental, premix), total usage and 
the group average for total usage. Click on a point on the graph to see the exact values per quarter.

AMU Dashboard - Over Time

	h On the same screen scroll down further to view similar graphs but in more detail for each route of 
administration. Click on the route you wish to check (e.g. Premix). The farm results for that route will 
appear split by age category (weaners and growers). Select or deselect a line by clicking on the specific 
line in the legend of the graph.

AMU Dashboard - Over Time
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	h The last tab is BAntimicrobial Types. This screen shows usage over time considering the type of 
antimicrobial used. The following can be viewed; Family of Antimicrobials for CIAs, European Medicine 
Agency (EMA) categorisation or Combination of non-CIAs and CIAs.

	h Click on CFamily of Antimicrobials. The graph will show the results over time split by Family of 
Antimicrobials for CIAs, i.e. antimicrobials that are critically important. Select or deselect a line by 
clicking on the specific line in the legend of the graph

AMU Dashboard - Antimicrobial Types.
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	h Click on the tab EMA Categorisation, a graph will appear showing the usage over time as per EMA 
(European Medicines Agency) categorisation of antimicrobials. Select or deselect a line by clicking on 
the specific line in the legend of the graph.

AMU Dashboard - Antimicrobial Types.

	h EMA categorise antimicrobials in four classes:

•	 A – avoid: antibiotics in this category are not authorised as veterinary medicines in the EU and 
should not be used in food-producing animals.

•	 B – restrict: antibiotics in this category are critically important in human medicine and use in 
animals should be restricted to mitigate the risk to public health and should only be considered if 
antibiotics in other categories (C and D) are not effective.

•	 C – caution: antibiotics in this category should only be considered when there are no antibiotics in 
Category D that could be clinically effective.

•	 D – prudence: antibiotics in this category should be used as first line treatments and they should 
be used prudently and only when medically needed.
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	h To know more about these antibiotics, scroll down to see a table with examples of active substances and 
trade names licensed for pigs.

AMU Dashboard - Antimicrobial Types.
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	h Click on Combination and it a graph will appear that shows the percentage of usage split by non-CIAs 
(blue) versus CIAs (orange) for the farm over time.

AMU Dashboard - Antimicrobial Types.
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