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Dr David Graham, CEO, Animal Health Ireland
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W

elcome to the autumn edition of our stakeholders' newsletter. As ever, this quarter has seen activity
across many of our programmes and activities, with details provided in each of the individual reports.

We are delighted that FBD have renewed their sponsorship of the CellCheck Milking For Quality Awards
awards, and look forward to hosting this event, celebrating the achievements of dairy farmers across Ireland,
in November. Optimizing udder health has never been more important, with the requirement to move to
selective dry cow therapy, and the CellCheck programme has been active developing and promoting resources
for farmers, vets and other service providers to assist with this. A series of on-farm events, and associated
videos, have also been held in conjunction with dairy processors and Teagasc. These activities are part of our
contribution to iNAP, the Irish National Action Plan on Antimicrobial Resistance.
AHI is also assigned a number of tasks within the Action Plan on Antiparasitic
Resistance. A key element of this recently has been the delivery of the
Parasite Control TASAH by trained veterinary practitioners to dairy, beef
and sheep farms. Over 14,000 herds and flocks have registered for this
activity, with lots of on-farm activity happening at the moment.
A key new activity for the Johne’s programme has been the communication
to herdowners by DAFM of positive results from twice-yearly national
bulk tank milk surveillance with the goal of having them register with the
programme. While negative results provide minimal evidence of freedom
from infection, positive results suggest a relatively high level of antibodypositive animals contributing to the bulk tank. During this period we said
farewell to the programme manager, Lawrence Gavey, and welcomed his
replacement, Liam Doyle.
Over the last couple of months, we circulated our draft strategic plan for
the period 2022-2026. Thank you to those organisations who submitted
comments, and we hope to finalise this document, incorporating this
feedback, in the coming weeks. This brings with it a renewed focus on the
contribution of superior animal to sustainability- be that economic, social
or environmental, and we have continued to contribute to the Dairy and
Beef Food Vision groups convened by the Minister for Agriculture, Food
and the Marine to address the ongoing challenge of reducing greenhouse
gas emissions from these sectors.
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AHI Training
No longer influenced by the pandemic, we began the planning and delivery of an extensive series of veterinary
training events over the last three months. We developed a new training module in both the BVD and the
CellCheck programmes in addition to the continued delivery of training under our existing training programmes.
The following training sessions were offered to veterinary practitioners and other service providers including
milking machine technicians, milk quality advisors and Teagasc dairy advisors under both the TASAH and nonTASAH programmes.

CellCheck ‘Cell Count Solutions’ training
This training was offered to all service providers working in the area of udder health and provided them with
the skillset to assist more challenged farmers as they move away from blanket use of antibiotics to manage and
reduce SCC. The training was in two stages. Stage 1 was online and consisted of 5 training modules covering:
evaluating the cow’s environment; assessing the milking routine; collecting and analyzing resources for herd
investigation; teat scoring and interpreting a milking machine report and using behavioural change techniques
for positive outcomes. This training was a series of videos and multiple choice questions. For this training we
used the training platform Moodle for an enhanced learning experience.

Stage 2 training
Stage 2 was an in-person training session consisting of a combination of group work and case studies with
the introduction to new approaches to problem solving. Completion of Stage 1 training was a prerequisite
to attending Stage 2. Three training sessions were held in July. A review of both the training and delivery is
currently being conducted with users. Subject to securing DAFM funding for the TASAH element of the activity,
it will be our intention to offer this training more widely in 2023.

On-line BVD Young Stock Training
This series of six training sessions provided veterinary practitioners with the information and background to
be able to perform a young stock check test as part of the monitoring of a herd’s BVD status, based on blood
sampling a selection of young animals for antibodies against BVD. As the industry moves towards achieving
BVD freedom, this pilot is designed to test logistics, gain experience in, and gather data from this additional
monitoring method.
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BVD TASAH training
One training session was held on-line as a training session specifically for veterinary practitioners with clients
investigating BVD breakdown on farms.

Johne’s disease TASAH training
One on-line TASAH training session was offered to veterinary practitioners who requested this training to fulfil
their client’s requirements as part of the Irish Johne’s Control Programme.

CellCheck Dry Cow TASAH training
We concluded six in-person training sessions during September. This training is designed to equip vets and
prepare them to conduct Dry Cow Consults for their clients.

AHI Events
DAFM/AHI Information Events
A series of three information events were held in September. These were organised in partnership with the
Veterinary Medicines Unit of the Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine to guide PVPs in their approach
to prescribing dry cow antibiotics for dairy cows. These events were held to highlight and discuss the new
requirements in the European Veterinary Medicines Regulation 2019/6 which came into effect earlier this year.

Aileen Cust Centenary Conference
Natascha Meunier attended and participated in workshop on parasite control as part of the centenary
celebrations of Aileen Cust in Mountbellew Agricultural College, Galway. Aileen Cust was the first female
veterinary practitioner in both Ireland and the UK. She had a long and distinguished career both here and in
England. She died in 1937.

CellCheck Dry Cow Therapy – Steps for Success
A series of 13 events were scheduled from the 3rd of October. These events are run in partnership with Teagasc
and in conjunction with the dairy processors and the Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine. The
purpose of these events is to showcase best practice around drying off and assist farmers with selective
drying off strategies in light of changes to the legislation with regard to the use of antibiotics. Recordings of all
presentations have been made and will be provided to processors for distribution to their suppliers, as well as
being available on the AHI website.
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CELLCHECK
ON-FARM EVENTS 2022

DRY COW THERAPY

STEPS FOR SUCCESS

Most spring calving dairy cows are dried off between October
and mid-December. Animal Health Ireland in partnership
with Teagasc and in conjunction with the dairy processors
and the Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine are
running a series of on-farm events in October.
The purpose of these events is to showcase best practice
around drying off and assist farmers with selective
drying off strategies in light of changes to the
legislation with regard to the use of antibiotics.
THE LATEST ON
SELECTIVE DRY COW THERAPY
STEPS TO IDENTIFY COWS
SUITABLE FOR SELECTIVE DRY OFF
NUTRITION OF THE COW
AROUND THE TIME OF DRYING OFF
WHAT THE CHANGES IN
LEGISLATION MEAN FOR YOU
DETAILS OF HOW TO APPLY
FOR A FREE DRY COW CONSULT

NATIONAL MASTITIS CONTROL PROGRAMME

Animal Health Ireland, 2-5 The Archways, Carrick-on-Shannon, Co. Leitrim, N41 WN27

CellCheck
AnimalHealthIreland.ie
™
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CELLCHECK
ON-FARM EVENTS 2022
DATE

ON FARM VENUE | START TIME: 11.00 AM

EIRCODE

MON
03 OCT

Patrick and Paula O’Hanlon

V31 YC57

Paddy and Carmel Harvey

V15 NY02

Peter Clarke

E45 A584

Gavin and Declan Dower

P36 ED70

Michael and Enda Horgan

C15 K120

TUE
04 OCT
WED
05 OCT

Dooncaha House, Tarbert, Co. Kerry.
Brisla, Cooraclare, Kilrush, Co. Clare.
Shannonhall Farm, Shannonhall, Ballycommon, Co. Tipperary.

THUR
06 OCT

Creggs, Clashmore, Co. Waterford.

FRI
07 OCT

Fringestown, Castletown, Navan, Co. Meath.

MON
10 OCT

Clonakilty Agricultural College

TUE
11 OCT

John Fitzgerald and Vincent Hennessy

P51 VR60

WED
12 OCT

Oliver Lynch

P81 X208

THURS
13 OCT

John and Martina Lonergan

E21 V380

FRI
14 OCT

Denis, Nora and Michael Lordan

P72 KF22

MON
17 OCT
TUE
18 OCT
WED
19 OCT

Darrara, Clonakility, Co. Cork.

Beechfield Farm, Dromore, Mallow, Co. Cork.
Coolnaclehy, Skibbereen, Co. Cork.
Dranganmore, Cahir, Co. Tipperary.

Farnalough, Newcestown, Bandon, Co. Cork.

John Russell

Ballylawn, Manorcunningham, Letterkenny, Co. Donegal.

Killian Brennan

Kilcogy Upper, Co. Longford.

Conor, Grainne and Niall Molony
Clobanna, Thurles, Co. Tipperary.

P85 EK80

F92 Y838
N39 YY81
E41 KH90

This series of CellCheck events is being run with the help and support of DAFM and
of the local Co-op in each region.

C O - O P E R AT I V E L I M I T E D

NATIONAL MASTITIS CONTROL PROGRAMME

Animal Health Ireland, 2-5 The Archways, Carrick-on-Shannon, Co. Leitrim, N41 WN27

CellCheck
AnimalHealthIreland.ie
™
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CellCheck Milking For Quality Awards
After an absence of two years, the CellCheck Milking For Quality Awards will be held on Thursday 10th of
November in the Killashee House Hotel, Naas. The Awards celebrate excellence in udder health performance
across the dairy industry and are given to the 500 milk suppliers nationally with the lowest weighted annual
average somatic cell count. Again, the CellCheck Milking For Quality Awards are being sponsored by FBD and I
am delighted to announce that this sponsorship has been secured for a three-year period. Charlie McConalogue,
Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine will be among the invited guests.

Michael Berkery Chair FBD Trust, Charlie McConalogue, Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine, Michelle
McGrath, acting CellCheck Programme Manager and James Lynch Chair, Animal Health Ireland.

CalfCare on-farm events
The preliminary planning has begun for the CalfCare events in January. We will again partner with Teagasc and
the industry to deliver a series of on-farm events. Further information will be available in due course.
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Publications
The autumn edition of our Beef HealthCheck newsletter was published in September. The publication of this
quarterly newsletter is in addition to our monthly News Sheet which incorporates the AHI bulletin, Johne’s
disease bulletin and CellCheck Tip of the Month. We also continue to have our regular monthly feature in the
Irish Farmers’ Journal covering a wide ranging topics on animal health and our LACE (Large Animal Continuing
Education) article in the Veterinary Ireland Journal. These are all available on our website click here.

New Information Leaflets
Several new information guides were developed to assist farmers and their nominated veterinary practitioners
to navigate and upload information to the new Pig HealthCheck database relating to the new Salmonella
programme. These information guides are in addition to the other resources developed including a series of
videos for vets and farmers.

ANIMAL HEALTH IRELAND

ANIMAL HEALTH IRELAND

Contributing to a profitable and sustainable farming and agri-food sector through improved animal health

Contributing to a profitable and sustainable farming and agri-food sector through improved animal health

www.PigHealthCheck.ie

INFORMATION SHEET ON THE
SALMONELLA SEROLOGY
PIG HEALTHCHECK DASHBOARD

www.PigHealthCheck.ie

PHCDASHSERO V1 JUNE 2022

GUIDPVPSALTASAHPHCDASH V1 20.06.2022

STEP BY STEP GUIDE FOR
VETERINARY PRACTITIONERS TO
COMPLETING THE SALMONELLA
TASAH IN THE PIG HEALTHCHECK
DATABASE

Animal Health Ireland, 2-5 The Archways, Carrick-on-Shannon, Co. Leitrim, N41 WN27
Phone 071 9671928 | Email ahi@animalhealthireland.ie | Website www.animalhealthireland.ie

Pig HealthCheck

AnimalHealthIreland.ie

Animal Health Ireland, 2-5 The Archways, Carrick-on-Shannon, Co. Leitrim, N41 WN27
Phone 071 9671928 | Email ahi@animalhealthireland.ie | Website www.animalhealthireland.ie
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Dr Natascha Meunier, Programme Manager
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W

e are now approaching the time of year where liver fluke is most problematic on farms and animals are
at high risk of becoming infected by the parasite. However, this has been a particularly dry year in many
parts of the country and the risk may be lower than in previous years. In cattle, treatment at housing is usually
the most appropriate control measure if liver fluke is present. Farmers and their veterinary practitioners can
access and review their Beef HealthCheck slaughter data directly through beefhealthcheck.icbf.com which
will have a record of health data for all animal slaughtered at participating meat factories since the start of
the programme in 2016. This can help inform whether treatment for fluke is needed, particularly going into
housing, to prevent production losses.
The percentage of liver fluke seen at slaughter to date in 2022 as part of the Beef HealthCheck programme is
very similar to that seen over last three years. On average, 1.4% of animals had live liver fluke parasites seen
at slaughter and 7.0% had damage to the liver likely due to liver fluke. Animals younger than 30 months old
tended to have lower levels of live liver fluke (1.1%) compared to older animals (2.3%) as well as lower levels of
fluke damage (4.8%) compared to older animals (13%) (Figure 1). This is expected, as there is an increasing risk
of infection with each grazing season. Liver abscesses were seen in 3.8% of animals and pneumonia in 1.8% of
cattle slaughtered. For 2022 to date, 574,500 animals have been recorded from 23,030 unique herds as part
of the Beef HealthCheck programme, with an average of 15,120 animals per week. Of these, 68% were beef
breeds, 45% steers, 29% heifers, 7% young bulls, and the remainder cows and bulls.

15.0%

10.0%

BULL
COW
HEIFER
STEER
YBULL

5.0%

0.0%

Liver fluke damage

Live Liver
fluke

Liver abcess

Pnuenonia

Figure 1. Conditions recorded in 2022 to date by carcase type in the Beef HealthCheck programme.
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So far this year, 9,680 herds (42%) have had at least one animal with any sign of liver fluke (damage or live
fluke), with live parasites at slaughter reported for 13% of herds. The counties with the highest percentage of
these herds were Sligo, Donegal, Roscommon, Mayo and Leitrim, ranging from 62-78% of herds. Conversely,
just over 19% of herds in the programme have not had a reported case of liver fluke at slaughter, including fluke
damage, in the last three years. These herds should take extra care to quarantine animals moving onto the farm
but otherwise are likely to have no need for flukicides if other indicators such as faecal egg counts are negative
for liver fluke. Veterinary advice should be sought on planning flukicide treatments in light of the specific fluke
risk on-farm.

Figure 2. Percentage of herds with any
sign of liver fluke in at least one animal
sent to slaughter recorded in the Beef
HealthCheck programme for 2022 to date

Communications
AHI took part in the Grange Beef open day this year highlighting the potential economic losses due to liver
fluke, liver abscesses and pneumonia and the benefits of dosing appropriately. This was well received with
great discussions and feedback from finisher farmers on the day. The Beef HealthCheck Newsletter this autumn
has covered interpreting the BEEP-S results, lungworm risks, vaccination and acidosis at weaning.
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Parasite Control
Dr Natascha Meunier, Programme Manager
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egistrations for the Parasite Control TASAH have steadily increased over the grazing season with 12,400
farmer registrations to date for the programme. The TASAH funds a veterinary farm visit and two faecal egg
counts for roundworms. Herd or flock visits have taken place for 3,840 of these farms to date. These visits will
be providing valuable anthelmintic usage information for Irish farms, particularly with the changes in route of
supply to veterinary prescription medicines due to take place from December this year.

Parasite Control
TASAH Trained
Veverinary
Practitioners
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National BVD Eradication
Programme
Dr Maria Guelbenzu, Programme Manager
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Results
At the end of September over 2.2 million calves had been tested, representing approximately 92% of the
anticipated calf crop for the year. The prevalence of births of BVD virus positive calves (BVD+) in 2022 continues
to decline, with only 0.023% of calves tested up to the end of Q3 being found to be positive for BVDV, with
these being located in 0.39% of breeding herds tested to date (Figure 3). This represents a twenty-three-fold
decrease in prevalence since the start of the compulsory phase of the programme in 2013, when 0.66% of
calves born were BVD+. When put in the context of all animals in Ireland, the animal level prevalence is 0.007%.
At the end of the quarter, there were 14 BVDV-suspect calves alive in 11 herds (Figure 4). Updated programme
results are available on a weekly basis online click here.

Figure 3. Map showing distribution of births of BVD+
calves during 2022 until the 30th September.

Figure 4. Map showing distribution of BVD+ animals
alive at 30th September 2022.
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Enhancement measures introduced to the programme in 2021 have had an impact in reducing the period from
test to removal of positive calves when compared to previous years. Analysis of the time in days showed that
in 2019 this took a median of 7 days whilst in 2020 it reduced to 6 days and in 2021 and 2022 to date, it was
further reduced and took a median of 3 days. While this further improvement is encouraging, it is critical that
calves are tested as soon as possible and that positive animals are identified and removed without delay in
order to deliver further progress in the programme.

Animals of not known BVD status
Over 99.6% of the 6.5M bovine animals in Ireland now have a negative BVD status, either directly due to testing
or indirectly through registration as the dams of test-negative calves. At the end of the quarter there were just
under 14,500 animals over 35 days old whose BVD status was not known. These fall into two groups. The first
consists of a decreasing number of animals born before the start of the compulsory programme in 2013 that
have neither been tested nor produced a calf. At the end of September the number of these animals was 171
with the majority of these animals being located in beef herds.
Legislation was amended in May 2020 (Statutory Instrument No. 182/2020 (Bovine Viral Diarrhoea (amendment)
Regulations 2020) making the testing of all cattle compulsory, including animals born before the 1st January
2013, for the presence of bovine viral diarrhoea virus. This excludes female animals that have had one or more
calves which have been tested for BVD.
The second group consists of 14,311 animals born after
2013 (most of these born in 2022). The majority of these
have never been tested, while a small number have had
an initial empty result and have not been retested. 85% of
these animals are 2022-born and 9% are 2021 with smaller
numbers from preceding years.
Herdowners can check their herd’s details in ICBF and find
out the BVD status of all the animals in the herd by accessing
their own account. For a full guide please click here.
BVD data in ICBF can now be accessed from any mobile
phone’s browser as long as the username (herd number)
and associated password are provided.
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Negative herd status (NHS)
The status of almost all animals in the 83,000 breeding herds in Ireland is now known, with the main exception
being a decreasing number of animals as described above. Herds qualify for negative herd status (NHS) by
meeting the following requirements:
•

Existence of a negative BVD status for every animal currently in the herd (on the basis of either ‘direct’
or ‘indirect’ results).

•

Absence of any animal(s) deemed to be persistently infected with BVD virus from the herd in the 18
months preceding the acquisition of NHS.

At the end of September, around 95.2% of breeding herds had acquired NHS, with a further 3,500 only being
ineligible due to the presence of a small number of untested animals. While an important programme milestone
for any herd, NHS also brings with it an economic benefit, with the number of laboratories that use the RT-PCR
test method offering testing at reduced costs to herds with NHS.

Targeted Advisory Service on Animal Health (TASAH)
During 2022 all suspect herds are required to undergo an RDP-funded TASAH herd investigation by a trained
veterinary practitioner before the restrictions on farm may be lifted. These investigations seek to review herd
biosecurity, identify a plausible source or sources of infection, ensure that the herd is left free from BVDV and
agree farm-specific measures to prevent its re-introduction. Investigations have now been completed for 226
suspect herds in 2022 (88% of positive herds).

Key actions for herdowners
•

All farmers should review biosecurity to avoid accidental reintroduction of infection.

•

The small number of farmers with BVD+ animals still present in their herds should remove these as quickly
as possible to reduce the possibility of further BVD+ calves being born next season.

•

Farmers who have not had a BVD+ present in their herd in the past 18 months but have not yet been
notified that they have acquired Negative Herd Status (NHS) should identify and test any animals whose
status is not known.

More generally, herdowners are encouraged to discuss biosecurity, including any potential changes to their
vaccination policy, with their own veterinary practitioner. Further details on biosecurity, including quarantine,
are available at on the Animal Health Ireland website, click here.
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EU application for recognition of the Irish BVD programme
A series of enhancements to the programme were introduced by the BVD Implementation Group (BVD IG) in
2021 in order to progress to eradication and to align the programme with the new Animal Health Law (AHL).
The AHL sets out the requirements for recognition of BVD programmes and BVD-freedom at EU level for the
first time. An application for recognition of the Irish BVD programme was submitted earlier this year and the
programme was officially approved on the 18th July 2022. This approval is a key milestone for the programme
and a prerequisite for applying for recognition for freedom.
The conditions for freedom under the AHL include a ban on vaccination, not having had a confirmed case in
the previous 18 months and having BVD-free status for 99.8% of all herds representing at least 99.9% of cattle.
Application for freedom would be made based on data at 31st December. The BVD IG is currently considering
options for post-eradication surveillance to ensure prompt case detection in what is likely to be a phased
approach.

Pilot Young Stock Surveillance 2022
The focus of the Irish BVD programme is now to
achieve EU-recognised BVD-free status and to prepare
for the subsequent monitoring phase. In advance
of this important milestone for the programme, a
series of surveillance options are being considered
for the post-freedom surveillance system. As part of
this process, a young stock surveillance pilot is taking
place in the autumn of 2022. It involves the sampling
of herds that are undertaking a TB test in September/
October 2022 by trained BVD-TASAH vets. Only vets
that receive the ‘BVD Young Stock Training’ are able to
participate. The main aims of this pilot are to test the
logistics for the implementation of young stock check
test (YSCT) surveillance in dairy and beef herds, to
commence the training and awareness for this type of
BVD surveillance and to gain experience of the results
generated and to resolve any issues identified.

Animal Health Ireland

Young Stock Check
Test Pilot 2022
www.bvdfree.ie

Thank you for agreeing to have blood samples collected from your herd by your BVD-trained veterinary
practitioner to participate in the 2022 Young Stock Check Test Pilot.
Lorem ipsum

Why my herd?
BVD-trained vets have been asked to select herds that are undertaking a TB test during September and October
2022 for blood sampling under the Young Stock Check Test Pilot 2022.

What is a Young Stock Check Test?
A young stock check test is a way to monitor a herd’s BVD status based on blood sampling a selection of young
animals for antibodies against BVD.
It consists of identifying each separately managed group of homebred cattle in the age range 9 to 18 months
on your herd, and sampling five unvaccinated animals from each. These will be tested for antibody to BVDV and
if positive, will provide evidence that this group of animals have been exposed to the virus. This approach has
been used successfully within BVD control programmes in other European countries.

Why is it being done now?
The Irish BVD programme has been recently approved by the EU as a recognised BVD eradication programme
under the new Animal Health Law. As the end of the eradication programme and the achievement of BVDfreedom are getting closer, it is important to start testing new ways of monitoring herds for BVD.
The main purpose of this Pilot is to test the logistics of actually implementing young stock check tests in Irish
farms, and to commence the training and awareness for this type of BVD surveillance, to gain experience of the
results generated and to resolve any issues identified.

Is there a cost?
The BVD programme will fund your veterinary practitioner to collect the blood samples. Testing will be carried
out free of charge by the Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine laboratories.

NATIONAL BVD ERADICATION PROGRAMME
Animal Health Ireland, 2-5 The Archways, Carrick-on-Shannon, Co. Leitrim N41 WN27.
BVD IMPLEMENTATION GROUP: Animal Health Ireland | Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine | Glanbia | Irish Cattle Breeding Federation | Irish Cattle and Sheep Farmers’ Association |
Irish Co-Operative Society | Irish Creamery Milk Suppliers Association | Irish Farmers’ Association | Irish Holstein Friesian Association | Pedigree Cattle Breeders Council of Ireland | Teagasc | Veterinary Ireland
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Michelle McGrath, Acting Programme Manager
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n in-person Implementation Group meeting was held in July where the SCC data from January to April
of 2022 was presented. The SCC for this period was similar to this period last year at 175,000 cells/mL.
Individual processor-level reports have been issued, providing benchmarking against the national data, with a
series of one-to-one processor meetings offered to each processor.

2016

186K

-6%

2017

175K

+5%

2018

183K

-4%

2019

176K

+1%

2020

178K

+3%

2021

182K

-4%

2022

175K

NATIONAL AVERAGE
BULK TANK SCC

Figure 5. National average bulk tank SCC data from January 2016 to April 2022.

Training for Cell Count Solutions took place over the summer and consisted of self-directed online training,
using the Moodle platform (Stage 1), followed by face-to-face training (Stage 2). This consult is branded as
‘Cell Count Solutions’ to emphasise that it represents the first step of a longer process. It is aimed at farmers
who have elevated SCC levels and are having difficulty in controlling mastitis on their farms. The in-person
training comprised a joint morning session involving milk quality advisors (MQAs), Teagasc advisors, milking
machine technicians (MMTs) and veterinary practitioners, followed by an afternoon session specifically for
vets addressing the TASAH-funded element of the activity. The Stage 2 training aims to move beyond the initial
stages of understanding and remembering what was covered in Stage 1, and to apply the information learned
to new situations so that participants can go on to analyse and evaluate relevant data and create tailored on
-farm plans, cross-discipline communication channels and support farmers to reduce SCC.

www.AnimalHealthIreland.ie | PAGE 18

AHI STAKEHOLDER NEWSLETTER | AUTUMN EDITION

CellCheck Programme Update
 RETURN TO CONTENTS PAGE

This consult is targeted at herds with SCC beyond 200,000 cells/mL which are in a more challenging position
to safely implement selective dry cow therapy with the goal of assisting them to transition with input from
a multidisciplinary team (MDT) to a point where milk quality is improved and SDCT can be more readily
implemented. Recruitment of herds to the pilot may be done directly by the trained veterinary practitioner.
In addition, we wish to see processors identify suitable herds and to that end we have provided them with
lists of trained vets to facilitate this. The TASAH-funded element can only serve as a first step in this process,
with progress best made through a MDT approach subsequently. The joint sessions in Stage 2 were designed
to build relationships between the various service providers that could create these teams. Registration for
this consult is open until the end of October and it is important that we reach our target of 200 consults.
Recognising the importance of making this consult more widely available in 2023, we have recently written to
the Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine (DAFM) to ask that they consider how this can be done.
As part of the registration process, in addition to nominating a trained vet, the herdowner has the option of
providing details of at least one other service provider (MQA, MMT, Teagasc advisor). The nominated service
providers have access to a Hub on the AHI Service Provider Portal where the agreed actions from the initial
veterinary visit can be viewed. Processor information is also captured on the registration form and processors
will be informed of those that have registered allowing them to follow up with these herdowners directly.
Stage 1 training is also available as an independent resource to all service providers through a link on the AHI
website click here, allowing them to upskill or refresh their knowledge in their own time.
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Farmer registration for the Dry Cow Consult is now
open where the focus to date has been on herds
best placed to implement SDCT with minimal risk
and so the eligibility criteria include a bulk tank SCC
of under 200,000 cells/mL and to have at least four
milk recordings. Given the legislative requirements
regarding prescribing, the Technical Working Group has
begun discussions to consider broadening the criteria
for eligibility. A further 100 vets have recently been
trained bringing the total number to over 400. During
the six PVP training sessions carried out at various
locations across the country, we were joined by either
Caroline Garvan or Julie Bolton from DAFM where they
discussed the requirements of the European Veterinary
Medicines Regulation 2019/6 which came into effect on
28th January 2022 and provided practical solutions to
meet the challenges of the new regulations. In addition
to these trainings, DAFM and AHI hosted a series of
information events across the country, to guide PVPs
in their approach to prescribing dry cow antibiotics
for dairy cows under their care. A blanket approach
to prescribing mastitis tubes for drying off is no longer
permitted. Instead, the legislation requires a selective
approach to dry cow therapy which will need individual cow information. A recording has also been completed
of these events which will be available shortly on the DAFM website for those unable to attend the in-person
events.
The CellCheck Dry Off Strategy document has been updated by the Technical Working Group to incorporate
the new legislation with regard to the use of antibiotics and to give farmer guidance in relation to the new
regulation. It is available on the AHI website along with a number of other resources focusing around correct
preparation in advance of the drying off period.
Training on the recently developed CellCheck dashboard on ICBF has been offered to processors, with this
taken up by some already. At the request of Milk Quality Ireland (MQI) we have delivered training to new MMTs
at Kildalton and will shortly contribute to two refresher courses for previously trained MMTs, also organised
by MQI. At the most recent TWG we had an in depth discussion around interpreting data collected from
robotic milking machines and discussed some new technologies that may be useful in collecting individual cow
information in the future.
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T

he detection of antibodies is a useful and cost-effective tool for the monitoring and control of diseases. The
application of bulk tank milk (BTM) as a herd level diagnostic tool has been used extensively in IBR disease
control programmes around Europe. The collection of samples is cheap and easy, helping to reduce the cost
of surveillance programmes. Since 2019, DAFM has undertaken national surveillance of dairy herds for IBR gE
antibodies using bulk tank milk samples, with two rounds of testing per year being carried out each spring and
autumn. The latest set of results show that 79% of the bulk tank milks were positive to IBR gE. A positive IBR gE
BTM test result is obtained in herds with moderate to high prevalence of latently infected animals, with ongoing
circulation of the virus. Despite IBR vaccine sales increasing during the past few years (to over 3.1 million doses
sold in 2021), which should be contributing to a reduction in the proportion of seropositive (carrier) animals in
infected herds, it has not yet resulted in a reduction in the proportion of herds with positive bulk tank results.
The results from this testing and a proposed plan for communicating these to herd owners will shortly be
discussed both by the IBR Technical working group (TWG) and the IBR implementation group (IG). When
agreed, results will be made available to herd owners by ICBF on behalf of DAFM.
The communication of the IBR BTM results will be accompanied by targeted messaging to encourage measures
to reduce IBR prevalence. This is consistent with one of the Animal Health Actions contained within the
AgClimatise Roadmap and the Annex to the Climate Action Plan (CAP) published in 2021 (CAP: click here;
AgClimatise: click here).
The role of IBR control in the sustainability of the Irish farming sector has been explored and recognised by a
range of roadmaps, strategies and plans brought forward by DAFM, including AgClimatise as mentioned above,
and iNAP2. These explore greenhouse gas mitigation, antimicrobial resistance, dairy calf health and welfare
and biosecurity. It is now recognised that animal health plays a role in improved profitability and sustainability
and that improving animal health reduces antibiotic consumption and improves animal welfare, as well as
reducing greenhouse gas emissions.
To gain a better understanding of the IBR gE BTM results available to date, and factors associated with being
test-positive, a detailed analysis by the Centre for Veterinary Epidemiology and Risk Analysis (UCD) and AHI is
currently under way.
In preparation for the BTM results being available, an article has been published in the Veterinary Ireland
journal on the role of bulk tank milk testing in monitoring BVD and IBR to improve the common understanding
and interpretation of these results.
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Overview
The key achievements of the programme to date in 2022 were: to transfer results of bulk tank milk surveillance
testing from DAFM to ICBF and commence reporting of positive test results to herd owners; recruit a placement
programme manager, and review the technical details to better clarify and look for opportunities to simplify
the programme’s complexities. The programme also maintained routine activities and developments.

2022 programme activities and progress
There have been 59 new registrations (56 dairy, 3 beef herds) in 2022, with 16 of these (all dairy) in Q3. There are
now 1,996 herds registered in the programme (19 beef, 1,977 dairy, 31 BTM+ ). Of the dairy herds, 216 (11%) have
completed the whole herd test (WHT) and either completed or are exempted from the veterinary risk assessment
and management plan (VRAMP) for 2022, and 969 (49%) have yet to start either activity (Table 1). This reflects an
established pattern of completions in previous years skewed towards the end of the year. 2022 sees the first batch
of herds (362) reaching Year 4 in Test-Negative Pathway, meaning they do not require a VRAMP.

WHT

Dairy

Beef

VRAMP

Complete

Incomplete

Not started

Total

Y

63 (3%)

31

46

140

R

153 (8%)

41

168 (8%)

362

N

367

307

801 (41%)

1,475

Total

583

379

1,015

1,977

Y

0

0

0

0

R

0

0

0

0

N

11

0

8

19

TOTAL

594

379

1,023

1,996

Table 1. Progress towards completion of annual programme requirements up to the end of September 2022.
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Table 2 shows the number of dairy herds in the test negative and test positive pathways (TNP, TPP), respectively,
according to the number of years of completed participation in the programme and test results. The number of
herds in the TPP with a positive PCR test result (confirming the presence of MAP) continues to slowly increase,
standing currently at 23%, authenticating the programme’s requirement for repeated annual testing to build
confidence in herd status. A further cohort of herds in the TPP have not yet completed the necessary ancillary
PCR testing, with the expectation that many of these will eventually be negative and transfer to the TNP.

Participation

Total

TNP

TPP

Year 1

272

Year 2

621

271

350

Year 3

423

211

212

Year 4

661

362

299

Totals - Years 2-4

1,705

844 (50%)

861

Confirmed infection

Yes

No

391
(23%)

470
(28%)

Table 2. Numbers of herds in Test-Positive and Test-Negative Pathways, and Years.

Bulk tank milk surveillance - Reporting
On the 13th of September letters dispatched on behalf of the Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine
notified herds of positive results to bulk tank milk surveillance testing (BTM). An initial batch of 300 letters,
generated seven new registrations by the end of Q3 (44% of herds recruited in Q3). Letters will continue to be
issued over the coming weeks until all herds with one or more positive results have been informed. Preliminary
analysis of data from herds that joined the programme following a BTM+ result indicate a higher likelihood of
having infection detected. It should be noted that due to its relative insensitivity, negative BTM results cannot
be interpreted as providing evidence that a herd is free of infection.
There is scope for all programme stakeholders, milk processors, veterinary practitioners, milk recording
organisations and farmer representative organisations to encourage these high-risk herds to join the programme
for their own benefit thus reducing the spread and impacts of likely infection.
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Animal Health Ireland welcomes Liam Doyle as new Johne’s
disease Programme Manager
Animal Health Ireland is pleased to announce the
appointment of Dr Liam Doyle as our new Johne’s disease
Programme Manager. Liam replaces Lawrence Gavey
who has recently returned home to Australia. Following
graduation from UCD in 1995 with a degree in Veterinary
Medicine, Liam worked as a veterinary practitioner in a
mixed practice in county Armagh. In 2001 he took up a
post at the College of Agriculture and Rural Enterprise
(CAFRE) in Enniskillen, teaching both agriculture and
equine students at the college. Then for a period from
2006 to 2013 worked with DAERA Veterinary Services
focusing on the global emergence of avian influenza
(AI) alongside contingency planning for other epizootic
diseases such as foot-and-mouth disease and swine fever.
In 2013 Liam moved to the veterinary epidemiology
unit (VEU) of DAERA where his main focus was bovine
tuberculosis research alongside epizootic disease duties
and management of disease-based data sets vital to
production of quality assured epidemiological outputs.
Alongside a degree in veterinary medicine from University College Dublin Liam holds a PhD from Utrecht
University on the epidemiological investigation of chronic bovine tuberculosis breakdowns in Northern Ireland,
an MSc in Veterinary Epidemiology and Public Health from University of London, a BSc (Hons) in Mathematical
Science from the Open University, a BA in Computer Science from the Open University, a certificate in
communications from Loughry College CAFRE and a certificate in Machine Learning Applications from the
London School of Economics.
Dr David Graham, CEO, said ‘I am delighted to welcome Liam to Animal Health Ireland. His experience and
skill-set will contribute significantly to the role of Programme Manager, enabling him to build on the work of
Lawrence Gavey and to further enhance the Irish Johne’s Control Programme’.
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T

The Pig HealthCheck web application is accessible at https://www.pighealthcheck.ie or through the
AHI website. This web application currently allows farmers to access their biosecurity and tail biting risk
assessments, the ante mortem results of their pigs sent to slaughter, and the farm Salmonella scores and to
benchmark their results against other farms. It also allows PVPs to input the biosecurity and tail biting risk
assessments directly into the database. The AHI website has three videos and guides for farmers on how to
access their data click here.

Pig HealthCheck

AnimalHealthIreland.ie
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Biosecurity Assessments
As of the beginning of September, 336 units (almost 87% of the herds with more than 100 pigs in Ireland) have
been reviewed in terms of their biosecurity. External biosecurity continues to score higher (average of 81% in a
score from 0% – poor – to 100% - excellent) than internal biosecurity (average of 66%) for these herds.
When the scores for the individual elements that contribute to these overall scores are examined, the areas
where scores are typically lower (i.e. poorer biosecurity) are (Figure 6):
•

The management of feed, water and equipment coming onto farms.

•

The measures implemented between compartments and the use of equipment within the farm.

•

The cleaning and disinfection procedures.

•

Measures focusing on the farrowing unit and suckling period (e.g. washing sows before entering the
farrowing room, cross-fostering, etc.).

Of the 336 units assessed up to the beginning of September, 199 units have done at least two biosecurity
assessments. For these units, there was an overall improvement in their internal, external and overall biosecurity
scores between visits (average of 71% for initial visits and 74% for most recent visits).

F. CLEANING AND DISINFECTION
E. MEASURES BETWEEN COMPARTEMENTS AND
THE USE OF EQUIPMENT
D. FATTENING UNIT
C. NURSERY UNIT
B. FARROWING UNIT AND SUCKLING PERIOD

Internal

A. DISEASE MANAGEMENT

External

F. ENVIRONMENT AND REGION
E. VERMIN AND BIRD CONTROL
D. PERSONNEL AND VISITORS
C. FEED, WATER AND EQUIPMENT SUPPLY
B. TRANSPORT OF ANIMALS, REMOVAL OF
MANURE/DEAD ANIMALS
A. PURCHASE OF ANIMALS AND SEMEN

0

20

40

60

80

Figure 6. Average scores for the 336 units by category.
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Risk Assessments for Tail Biting
Rearing of pigs with intact tails is not a simple task. Carrying out a risk assessment to identify the risk factors
present on farm is the first step in the journey to rearing pigs with intact tails. By the beginning of September
557 assessments had been completed for 335 units. These cover almost 87% of the pig herds with more than
100 pigs in Ireland. In around 95% of the farms assessed, one or more risks for tail biting have been identified.
These assessments show that provision of adequate environmental enrichment is the main area that requires
improvement. One-hundred and seventy-nine of the 335 units have been assessed more than once.
The Targeted Advisory Service on Animal Health (TASAH) funds trained private veterinary practitioners to
deliver annual biosecurity assessments and risk assessments for tail biting free-of-charge. List of trained PVPs
are available online on the Animal Health Ireland website, click here (biosecurity assessments) and click here
(risk assessments). Herdowners should contact their attending veterinary practitioner to avail this service.
These assessments (along with the Biosecurity assessment) are a requirement as part of Bord Bia's Pig Quality
Assurance Standard.

Salmonella
The Pig HealthCheck Implementation Group is currently amending the National Salmonella Control Programme
(NSCP) to introduce the annual collection and culture of environmental samples from finishing pens. These
samples will be tested to see if Salmonella spp. are detected, and, if so, which strain(s) are present in the farm.
This will help inform the farm’s control plan for Salmonella.
A new Salmonella TASAH activity has been developed to implement this proposal and started at the end of
June. The farm’s attending veterinary practitioner will collect environmental samples from finishing pens and
collect supplementary management information when carrying out the biosecurity assessment. The samples
will be tested, and if Salmonella Typhimurium or monophasic Salmonella Typhimurium is detected, further
sampling will be done by the PVPs in other sections of the farm to identify the areas contaminated with these
strains. All this information will be used to develop the farm’s control plan for Salmonella, which will be drawn
up by the PVP in agreement with the farmer. This TASAH activity is free-of-charge for farmers. The activity is
fully funded by DAFM.
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Ante-Mortem data
Ante mortem data from pig slaughtered in the main pig factories started being recorded electronically in
November 2020. These data are being transferred to the PHC web application and farmers can log in to see
their results per batch and to benchmark them against the average.
From November 2020 to beginning of September 2022, 6,364,300 pigs from 618 different herd numbers were
slaughtered. was the most frequent condition detected at ante mortem, albeit with very low incidence (0.08%)
followed by tail lesions (0.04%). Figure 7 shows the incidence per month for these two lesions.
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Figure 7. Percentage of severe lameness and tail biting lesions recorded in the ante mortem system per month.
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Poultry Update
Good biosecurity is paramount to keeping flocks protected from disease threats such as avian influenza and to
control endemic diseases such as Campylobacter. The Targeted Advisory Service on Animal Health (TASAH) funds
trained PVPs to deliver annual biosecurity assessments, using the Biocheck tool developed by the University of
Ghent, free-of-charge to commercial poultry owners. A list of trained PVPs is available online click here. Flock
owners should contact one of these PVPs to avail of this service.
As of the beginning of September 2022, 324 units (583 surveys) had been reviewed in terms of their biosecurity
for broilers and 82 units (106 surveys) for layers. Overall, internal biosecurity scores are better than those for
external biosecurity in broiler and layers flocks (Figure 8).

Figure 8. Average biosecurity results for external (dark green) and internal (orange) biosecurity assessments for 324
broiler units and 82 layer units.

When the scores for the individual sections that make up these overall scores are examined, the areas requiring
particular improvement are (Figure 9 and 10):
•

Depopulation of broilers, supply of materials and cleaning and disinfection (broilers)

•

Transport of eggs (layers).
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Figure 9. Average biosecurity results per category for external and internal biosecurity for 324 broiler units.
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Figure 10. Average biosecurity results per category for external and internal biosecurity for 82 layer units.

One hundred and sixty-eight units of the 324 broiler units and 24 of the 82 layers units have been assessed at
least twice. Improvements were observed for both external and internal biosecurity (e.g. for broilers overall
biosecurity improved from 70% to 71%).
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