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Extension to introduction of the
requirement for a veterinary
prescription for antiparasitics
Natascha Meunier, Beef HealthCheck Programme Manager

A

ntiparasitic medicines were due to require a veterinary prescription from 1st of June 2022 – this has
now been extended to 1st December 2022. The extension is to allow time for the full integration of
the National Veterinary Prescribing System to be completed and to address any supply issues. From
December, farmers will need a prescription from their veterinary practitioners when looking to buy livestock
wormers, or dips and pour-ons for external parasites. Farmers will still be able to get these medicines dispensed
from any licenced outlet where they currently buy these products, as long as they have a prescription.
The reason for this change to antiparasitics is related to the new Veterinary Medicines Regulations (EU 2019/6)
that came into effect this year. When antiparasitic medicines were reviewed by the HPRA (Health Products
Regulatory Authority), it was concluded that they no longer met the conditions to be exempt from prescription.
The main reason for this, amongst others, was the increase of resistance by parasites to these products. Over
the longer term, resistance poses a threat to the effectiveness of antiparasitic treatments, which will affect
animal health and productivity. We need to promote the responsible use of antiparasitic veterinary medicinal
products to safeguard their efficacy for the future and to slow the spread of resistance.
If the parasites on-farm are resistant to a certain wormer product, continuing to use that product will make the
problem worse and be a waste of money for the farmer, as it is not effectively killing the parasites. A first step
is to check that the products regularly being used on the farm are still working correctly. For products against
stomach or gut worms, this can be tested by doing a drench test. Essentially this involves taking a number of
faecal samples from a group, once before the treatment, and again 7-14 days after the treatment was given from
the same group. Your veterinary practitioner can discuss the protocol for this test and the interpretation of the
results, as well as the next steps if a product is found to be ineffective.
A newly developed Parasite Control Targeted Advisory Service on Animal Health (TASAH) can assist farmers with
development of a parasite control plan. This voluntary programme funds a veterinary farm visit and two faecal
egg counts and is open to all cattle and sheep farms in Ireland. This will allow for discussions about the best
practices and planning for parasite control, in light of the increase of resistance. Parasite control is a complex
problem and requires planning tailored to the farm. A parasite control plan should consider parasite factors,
weather, testing, grazing and farm management for the individual farm. More information on the programme
and how to register is available on the AHI website, click here.
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PARASITE CONTROL
TASAH CONSULT
A newly developed Parasite Control Targeted Advisory Service on Animal Health (TASAH) has now
been launched for 2022. This new service is part of the Rural Development Plan 2014-2020, cofunded by the Irish government and the EU. The purpose of the Parasite Control TASAH is to facilitate
discussions and planning between farmers and their veterinary practitioners on the best practices
around parasite control and trying to minimise the further development of anthelmintic resistance.
Resistance is a growing concern and is considered present when wormers no longer kill the target
parasites and have become less effective. Parasite resistance and control is a complex problem and
requires planning tailored to specific farms. A ‘one size fits all’ approach is not effective for parasite
control. For this reason, AHI encourages a parasite control plan that considers parasite factors,
weather, testing, grazing and farm management for an individual farm.
The Parasite Control TASAH can assist farmers by funding a veterinary farm visit and two faecal egg
counts and is open to all cattle and sheep farms in Ireland. More information on the programme and
how to register is available on the AHI website.
Click here to register
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Review of CellCheck Farm
Guidelines
Tom McTague, Assistant CellCheck Programme Manager

D

o you continue to have high somatic cells counts (SCC) with ongoing clinical mastitis cases on your farm?
If you do, then the CellCheck Farm Guidelines for Mastitis Control are a very useful resource for you.
They are available free-of-charge on the Animal Health Ireland website at CellCheck Farm Guidelines
- Animal Health Ireland, and divided into the five key stages of the cow’s lactation cycle for ease of use. They
explain the challenges and provide simple recommendations on farm management to control mastitis.

Lactation cycle
For each specific period of the lactation cycle a detailed set of Guidelines can be referred to by farmers and
service providers. These Guidelines describe steps to monitor, review and plan mastitis management practices
on farm throughout the lactation cycle. For example, Guidelines 4 and 10 advise you on identification, treatment
and recording of mastitis cases. Guideline 15 examines the culling options of ‘the problem cow’. Management
Notes explain the ‘how to’ for particular tasks.
Mastitis performance in your herd can be monitored and reviewed using individual somatic cell counts (SCC)
for your cows as part of milk recording and your own clinical case/treatment records. Guideline 23 outlines what
is involved in milk recording, Guideline 12 deals with the management of SCC in your herd and Management
Note G with the recording of mastitis cases. The review is also enhanced by the CellCheck Summary report
which every farmer that milk records has access to after each milk recording along with each cow’s individual
information. This report highlights various targets necessary to have good mastitis control in your herd. The
herd is also ranked nationally. Similarly, clinical mastitis cases targets are outlined in each cycle.
Even in the absence of milk recording, the Guidelines are an excellent management resource. The development
of a strong multidisciplinary team with your vet, milking machine technician, Coop milk quality and Teagasc
advisor to help identify cows having evidence of infection is vital to mastitis control. As a minimum, milk recording
within 4-6 weeks before drying off or use of the California Milk Test (CMT) by you or your veterinary practitioner
will highlight problem cows.
In the future, mastitis control decisions on your farm will depend on using as little antibiotic as possible and
only as much as is necessary. The Guidelines take account of this in the drying off and treatment strategies for
mastitis during each cycle.
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Click on the individual images to open up that section
of the Farm Guidelines
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Modelling Johne’s
disease in Ireland
Lawrence Gavey, Johne’s disease Programme Manager

T

he Irish Johne’s Control Programme is engaged in several
pieces of research work aimed at improving the ways that
Johne’s disease can be controlled in Ireland.

One research project that is just concluding has been modelling
various factors related to spread of infection, either within infected
herds or between herds. This project adapted an existing French
computer model of Johne’s disease spread to the Irish context,
to see how changing certain farm management elements can
influence the spread and impacts of infection. For the modelling,
the Irish dairy industry compared to the French is concentrated on
more seasonal, has much greater levels of movement of animals
between farms, and has infection with Johne’s disease occurring
in fewer herds and fewer animals per infected herd.
The current study shows which reasonable and effective actions
farmers can take to reduce the spread and impacts of Johne’s
disease.
The first set of actions relate to the movement of animals from
herd to herd, which the most important factor in spread of
infection between farms. An estimated 70% of Irish dairy farms
are not yet infected, and maintaining these as closed herds (not
bringing in any animals, including bulls) will give them the most
protection.
However, many farms will continue to buy in animals for various
reasons, so spread of infection will inevitably continue. The
model shows that these farmers can reduce by 50% or more the
likelihood of their herd becoming infected, by being selective
about introduced animals. Before deciding to purchase animals,
determine whether they are likely to be clear of infection. In
practical terms, ask the seller if the herd participates in the Johne's
programme or (CHeCS for pedigree herds) and has the herd testing
results to show that the herd is unlikely to be infected. If you do
not receive a satisfactory answer and factor that into your buying
decision, the model indicates that you double the likelihood of
your herd becoming infected.

The model also shows
that the greater the
number of herds that
are participating in
the Johne’s control
programme and that
are selective about
sourcing animals from
low-risk herds, the
greater the benefits,
not just to the
participating herds
but to all herds in
Ireland.
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The model also shows that the greater the number of herds that are participating in the Johne’s control
programme and that are selective about sourcing animals from low-risk herds, the greater the benefits, not
just to the participating herds but to all herds in Ireland.
Regarding the control of spread within infected herds, the model shows that the most effective measure is to
protect calves from exposure to adult cattle and their manure. This involves a package of actions, including
removing high-risk cows from the common calving area, keeping clean the calving area and cows within it, early
separation of calves from cows into a clean calf rearing area, and ensuring that beestings and milk fed to calves
is collected hygienically from low-risk cows and fed using hygienically clean feeders.
The next-most effective measure shown by the model is to remove cows with high-positive results for bloodor milk-ELISA testing, from the herd within four weeks. It is common practice in Ireland to retain these cows
until the end of lactation, or even into the following lactation, but this increases the risk and rate of spread of
infection within the herd. This suggestion to remove the cows with high-positive ELISA results is independent of
the result of ancillary PCR (dung) testing. Remember that dung testing is only for the purpose of confirming the
presence of MAP (the bacteria that causes Johne's disease) in the herd and that a negative result for dung PCR
test does not mean that the tested animal is not infected; a positive ELISA result and especially a high-positive
ELISA result suggests that the animal is infected and should be removed from the herd as soon as possible.
The model also shows that reducing stress on cows will also contribute to reducing spread of infection, by
slowing the progression of infection from ‘latent’ or dormant to infectious or spreading.
Lastly, the model demonstrates that the best control is achieved by consistently implementing both the closed
herd or selective introductions (‘bio-exclusion’) and the control of within-herd spread (‘bio-containment’)
throughout the year. This is consistent with the principles of the veterinary risk assessment and management
plan (VRAMP) under the Irish Johne’s Control Programme.
All cattle herds, and especially dairy herds, pedigree herds and herds which have previously bought in numbers
of cattle, will benefit from controlling Johne’s disease. To find out more, speak to your veterinary practitioner
or contact Animal Health Ireland on 071 967 1928 or our website click here.
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