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Beef HealthCheck
Programme Update
Dr Natascha Meunier, Beef HealthCheck Programme Manager

T

he Beef HealthCheck programme in partnership with Teagasc and Meat Industry Ireland has produced
a series of videos for farmers covering important topics at housing. These short videos look at key
messages for healthy cattle including pneumonia, lice or mites, faceal egg counts and how to access
your Beef HealthCheck data. The videos are freely available online click here.
The Beef HealthCheck programme has collected records from 774,000 animals, from 27,359 herds to date in
2021, of which 70% were beef breeds. Of these 30% were heifers, 43% steers, 17% cows and the remaining
10% bulls and young bulls. Liver fluke damage was seen in 7.1% of animals and live fluke in 1.3% of animals,
which are similar levels to last year. A large proportion of herds in Ireland are affected by liver fluke. 47% of
herds had at least one animal showing liver fluke damage when sent to slaughter, with 14% of herds having
an animal with live liver fluke present at slaughter this year. Pneumonia was seen in 1.5% of animals and liver
abscesses in 4.0%. Beef animals over 30 months of age had higher levels of liver fluke (16%) compared to
younger stock (5%). Cattle do not develop immunity to liver fluke and adult animals should also be treated with
a flukicide after the grazing season.
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Figure 1. Percentage of live liver fluke in animals under 30 months for each year since the start of the Beef
HealthCheck programme.
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Liver fluke levels have remained low since 2018 (Figure 1), which was a drought year, but risk of fluke differs
from farm to farm depending on the pasture and management. The north-west counties are at particularly
high risk of liver fluke, with between 24% to 43% of herds there having live liver fluke present at slaughter, while
more than 69% of herds in these counties had evidence of fluke damage at slaughter. Higher levels of liver fluke
parasites are seen in the late winter and early spring in animals that may not have been effectively treated over
the winter period. These animals would have picked up the fluke infection late in the grazing season of the
previous year.
Slaughter reports can help indicate if liver fluke is present on the farm or if there are other conditions such
as liver abscesses or pneumonia in your stock. These liver and lung health slaughter reports are available
online. Farmers and their veterinary practitioners can view and download these reports at the ICBF website:
beefhealthcheck.icbf.com. An ICBF login is needed but this is free, and you can sign up under the ‘Services’
menu (you do not need to be a HerdPlus member to access these reports). These reports should appear online
within a few days after the animals have been slaughtered and show the scores for liver fluke, pneumonia and
liver abscesses for individual animals. Reports from previous years are also available as well as summary graphs
to compare results. Cattle reported to have ‘Live fluke’ show that liver fluke parasites were present at slaughter
and if these are seen, it might be necessary to review your dosing plan with your veterinary practitioner.
Dairy animals are at higher risk for liver abscesses at slaughter (Figure 2). These are often nutrition related with
the feeding of higher concentrates at finishing. Liver abscesses impact on production even though affected
animals seldom show clinical disease. Increased roughage or feed management may be needed in herds where
this is a recurring problem.
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Figure 2. Percentage of liver abscesses in beef or dairy animals by the carcase type.
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PARASITE CONTROL SURVEY
Teagasc and Animal Health Ireland are gathering information on the awareness of wormer resistance and
parasite control practices on Irish farms. We would appreciate input about your beef, dairy or sheep farm in
a 10-15 minute online survey. All information is given anonymously and will help us in developing strategies
to sustainably manage parasites in Ireland. Please follow the link to participate https://www.surveymonkey.
com/r/7XVNY5X
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Do You Know Your Carbon
Footprint?
Dr Eleanor Murphy, Sustainability Data & Analytics Manager, Bord Bia

A

s part of the Bord Bia audit process, farmers must complete a Sustainability Survey. The data gathered
from this survey enables Bord Bia to assess the environmental performance of Quality Assured farms
using a carbon footprint calculation. The carbon footprint is the ratio of total greenhouse gas emissions
(GHG) to total outputs of the farm enterprise. Output for dairy is kilograms of fat and protein corrected milk
(FPCM) and kilograms live weight for beef. Over 300,000 carbon assessments have been conducted on Irish
beef and dairy farms since 2014.
Certified members of the Beef and Dairy Assurance Schemes receive a Farmer Feedback Report, which includes
their farm’s carbon footprint. The report also contains useful graphs displaying summaries of your farm’s
nutrient management (fertiliser and slurry application), grassland management and rates of concentrates fed.

HOW IS THE CARBON FOOTPRINT CALCULATED?
There are four sources of data required to complete an accurate calculation of a farm's carbon footprint. Bord
Bia have data sharing and transfer arrangements in place with industry stakeholders (see below) to reduce the
burden of data collection on the farmer. For example, by using AIMs data farmers are not required to provide
data on stock numbers, breed, ages of animals etc. for the production year. The sustainability survey is the only
data source required for the carbon footprint calculation that is collected directly from the farmer.
•

Animal Identification and Movements Database (AIM) – DAFM – Beef and Dairy

•

Daily Live Weight Gain - Irish Cattle Breeding Federation (ICBF) – Beef only

•

Milk Production Data – Dairy Processors – Dairy only

•

Sustainability Survey – Scheme Members – Beef and Dairy
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HOW DOES THE INFORMATION PROVIDED IN THE SUSTAINABILITY
SURVEY RELATE TO THE CARBON FOOTPRINT?
The sustainability survey captures data related to farm inputs and farm management. The main farm activity
data collected via the survey is outlined below.
Turnout and Housing: required to calculate the grazing and housing periods of animals on the farm. This
data influences the calculation of manure storage emissions, grazing and digestion related emissions and can
influence the grass-fed status of a herd.
Manure Management: calculates the emissions from the application and storage of manure on the farm, this
is influenced by the timing of manure application and the method by which manure is applied to the land.
Concentrate feeding rates: calculate the emissions from the production of individual concentrate ingredients.
Milk replacer feeding rates are also captured in this section under calf management.
Fertiliser application data is required to track the emissions from the production of fertilizers and minerals and
the emission related to the application of fertiliser to the land.
It is important to note that inaccuracies in the data provided via the sustainability survey can result in an
inaccurate carbon footprint and grass-fed result, and farmer feedback report.

WHEN DO YOU GET THE FARMER FEEDBACK REPORT?
The feedback report is posted to the farmer within approximately one week of certification of the Bord Bia
audit. It can also be accessed from the audit portal website, farm.bordbia.ie using your username and PIN,
which was received at your most recent audit. (Call the Bord Bia Helpdesk on 01 5240410 if you need to
retrieve your PIN.)

WHERE DO YOU FIND THE CARBON FOOTPRINT ON THE REPORT?
Your most recent carbon footprint is displayed on the first page of the report, alongside percentage change
from the previous audit (where available), and the typical carbon footprint of farms within your category.

Parameter

Unit

Current assessment
(Production year 2019)

% Change from previous
(Production year 2018)

Average for
Dairy calf to beef farm

Carbon Footprint Beef Enterprise

Kg CO2/Kg beef live
weight

8.24

-5%

9.21
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HOW DO YOU KNOW WHAT IS CONTRIBUTING TO YOUR CARBON
FOOTPRINT?
On page three, a graph displays the percentage share of carbon emissions on your farm under the following
headings and farm activities: animal digestion; manure; fertiliser; forage/feed production; other (e.g. transport,
fuel, etc.).
Percentage Share of Farm Carbon Emissions
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(Production year 2019)
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IN THE INFORMATION AND ADVICE SECTION, THERE ARE GREEN AND
WHITE-SHADED BULLET POINTS, WHAT DO THESE COLOURS INDICATE?
The advice is broken down into two levels of activity. The green leaf is related to priority actions specifically set
out in the Teagasc Marginal Abatement Cost Curve (MACC). The white leaf relates to more general information
and advice.
General Information and Advice
Improve the Economic Breeding Index (EBI) of your herd through selecting a team of high EBI AI Bulls for use on your
best dairy cows.
Sexed semen reliably produces a 90% sex bias, but can result in poorer conception rates than conventional semen
(although not in all herds; it is a viable strategy for generating replacement heifers on dairy farm.
Increasing the proportion of grazed grass in the feed budget and reducing the proportian of grass silage in the diet
improves feed digestibility and quality. Improving the digestibility and quality of feed consumed reduces methane
emissions because of improvements in animal productivity as well as reductions in the proportion of dietary energy
lost as methane.
The greatest source of GHG emissions is methane gas (CH4): this is mainly produced in ruminant animals' stomachs and
released via the mouth while the animal is ruminating.
Improving the overall herd health reduces GHG per kg product by reducing the need for replacements and an increase
in overall production.
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WHAT SHOULD A FARMER DO AFTER RECEIVING THE REPORT?
Farmer may feel satisfied to interpret the report themselves. While others may wish to share the report with
their advisor and discuss the next steps with them. The advisor will be able to see quite clearly where the
different emissions are coming from and help the farmer decide which areas to focus on.
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Liver Fluke Forecast
November 2021
Dr James O’Shaughnessy, Chair, AHI Parasite Technical Working Group

E

ach year, the Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine (DAFM) in collaboration with Met Éireann,
UCD, Teagasc and Animal Health Ireland advises farmers of the predicted risk of disease caused by liver
fluke (Fasciola hepatica) infection in livestock for that autumn and winter. This year’s forecast is based
on meteorological data gathered between May and October 2021 by Met Éireann, as well as other sources,
as outlined below.

• <300 little or no disease
• 300 -> 400 occasional losses
• > 400 disease prevalent

Figure 3. Ollerenshaw Summer
Index values 2021, and the risk of
disease due to liver fluke.
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OTHER TOOLS FOR IDENTIFYING THE RISK AND TIMING OF LIVER
FLUKE INFECTIONS
The Regional Veterinary Laboratory (RVL) Liver Fluke Abattoir ELISA Survey
Since 2015, from June to December, DAFM has collected blood samples from lambs in meat factories from a
proportion of flocks at the time of slaughter. These have been tested for the presence of liver fluke antibodies
to determine the timing and geographical spread of liver fluke exposure in grazing lambs. The number of flocks
selected for sampling from each county is intended to be proportionate to the sheep population of that county
over the entire sampling period (June to November 2021). A number of samples are taken from each selected
flock and these are pooled at laboratory level. The presence of liver fluke antibodies in 2021 born lambs is
therefore a sentinel for exposure to liver fluke in the wider sheep population in the region, as by definition
these lambs must have been exposed during the 2021 grazing season.
Blood samples from 466 flocks from July to September 2021 across 26 counties were tested for the presence
of liver fluke antibodies (Table 1). Data from this survey indicates that the majority of infected flocks are from
counties on the western seaboard. Some positive and inconclusive results were found in counties outside of
the West and the Northwest in the August testing, possibly associated with a high summer rainfall level. By
October, as well as a lot of positive and inconclusive results in counties on the western seaboard, there was
substantial evidence of fluke exposure in lambs from the border areas, midlands, South and in Leinster.

MONTH

NO. FLOCKS TESTED

NO. ELISA POSITIVE

POSITIVE (%)

July

108

9

8.3

August

179

20

11.17

September

179

24

13.4

Table 1. 2021 Survey of the Prevalence of Liver Fluke Infection in Irish Sheep Flocks

Please see http://www.animalhealthsurveillance.agriculture.gov.ie/ for further details and maps of test results.
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ANIMAL HEALTH IRELAND
The Beef HealthCheck programme, run in partnership with Meat Industry Ireland, collects and reports liver
fluke information in cattle at slaughter from participating meat factories. Overall, this year’s levels of liver fluke
challenge were slightly lower than those reported in 2020. To date, an average of 45% of herds showed at least
one animal with liver damage due to liver fluke at slaughter and live liver fluke parasites were seen in 13% of
herds. Counties in the northwest of Ireland were more heavily affected, with 70-80% of herds in Sligo, Donegal
and Leitrim reported to have signs of liver fluke at slaughter. It is important for farmers to know whether liver
fluke is present on the farm and to treat accordingly to avoid production losses. The Beef HealthCheck reports
on livestock from particular holdings and can be a useful tool to understand liver fluke on-farm and are available
to farmers on the ICBF website: beefhealthcheck.icbf.com. Click here for further details on the programme.

FARM-TO-FARM VARIATION
In order to assess the risk of liver fluke disease on any particular farm, various environmental factors, particularly
climate, landform and soil type (especially whether soils are heavy or free draining) must be taken into account.
This is because the intermediate host of the parasite, which is a mud snail (Galba truncatula), occurs in soil
that is slightly acidic and muddy. Thus, areas of fields with rushes or wet patches (e.g., around gates, troughs)
are particularly important with regard to liver fluke risk for maintaining a population of the infective stage of
the parasite. In addition, livestock owners should factor in prior liver fluke history on the farm as this is an
important indicator of future disease risks.

MONITORING OF DISEASE
Liver fluke infection tends to be chronic in cattle, resulting in ill-thrift and poor performance. Though chronic
disease can also occur in sheep, infections may also result in more acute clinical signs, and sudden death in
cases of heavy challenge.
Livestock owners should continue to be vigilant for any signs of illness or ill-thrift in their animals and should
consult with their private veterinary practitioner (PVP) if they are concerned. In cases where the cause of
death is not obvious, it is recommended that carcasses be referred by a PVP to the local Regional Veterinary
Laboratory for post-mortem examination/necropsy.
Information from abattoir examination of livers of previously sold fattened stock is also a valuable source of
information for livestock owners on the prevalence of liver fluke infection on their own farm or on the efficacy
of their control programme.
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TREATMENT AND CONTROL
In areas of high risk and on farms where liver fluke infection has been diagnosed or where there is a prior history,
livestock owners should consult with their PVP to devise an appropriate treatment and control programme.
When using flukicides to control and treat liver fluke infection, particular attention should be given to dosing
cattle at the time of housing or shortly thereafter, and sheep in autumn or earlier in the year, where indicated
by faecal examination results or prior disease history. For sheep, a drug effective against early immature as
well as late immature and mature flukes should be used to protect against acute disease. In addition, sheep
should be moved from affected pasture to prevent re-infection. If the flukicide given to cattle at housing is not
effective against early immature fluke, then faecal samples should be taken six to eight weeks after housing
and tested for the presence of liver fluke eggs. This will determine whether a follow-up flukicide treatment is
necessary.
Given that flukicides do not have a persistent activity, any cattle or sheep that are out-wintered are at risk of
further infection post-treatment and follow-up flukicide treatments may be necessary. This is especially so if
they remain on high-risk pastures. In this case, it is advisable to monitor livestock for the occurrence of reinfection.
Veterinary advice should always be sought on treatment protocols and on the appropriate interval at which such
treatments should be given. Testing faecal samples for the presence of liver fluke eggs can help determine
both the need for and success of flukicide treatments. This is especially important given that resistance to
flukicides is becoming increasingly widespread. In addition, bulk milk testing for liver fluke antibodies may be
useful in dairy herds to monitor variation in exposure.
Where feasible, and as a long-term control option, areas of farms that provide suitable habitat for the mud
snail such as wet muddy areas should be either fenced off or drained. This will result in a permanent reduction
of snail habitat.

WHAT ABOUT RUMEN FLUKE?
The rumen fluke, Calicophoron daubneyi, which has become more prevalent in Ireland over the last number of
years in both cattle and sheep, uses the same intermediate host as the liver fluke. The pathogenicity of rumen
fluke is mainly due to the activity of the juvenile stages in the intestine, while the presence of adult flukes in
the rumen is not associated with clinical signs.
If clinical signs such as rapid weight loss or diarrhoea are seen, or if there is a history of previous disease
from rumen fluke on the farm, livestock owners should consult with their PVP as to whether treatment for
rumen fluke is required. The presence of rumen fluke eggs in faecal samples of animals that are thriving and
producing well does not indicate that treatment for rumen fluke is warranted.
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FURTHER INFORMATION SOURCES
Further details on liver fluke and its control and information on flukicide selection for cattle along with information
on the Beef HealthCheck programme are available from the Animal Health Ireland website click here.
For more information on the surveillance reports click here.

Please note that from 1st June, 2022, farmers will require a veterinary prescription in order to be able to purchase
antiparasitics for use in food-producing animals.
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Bord Bia Farm Sustainability
Learning Hub
Rory Mannion. Agri-Sustainability Specialist, Bord Bia

B

ord Bia is supporting Irish farmers to enhance the sustainability of their farms with free online training.
The learning hub will help farmers to implement best practice in farm sustainability, ensuring that
farmers are equipped to play their part in reducing agricultural emissions.

The Farm Sustainability Learning Hub is available to members of the Sustainable Assurance Schemes for beef,
lamb, and dairy. All modules are optional and can be completed in 30 minutes or less.
Four modules are currently available:
•

An Introduction to Farmland Biodiversity;

•

An Introduction to Greenhouse Gases;

•

Greenhouse Gases: The Teagasc Marginal Abatement Cost Curve (MACC);

•

Responsible Use of Antibiotics.

The catalogue of modules will continue to grow over time, with a further two modules covering soil health and
water quality currently in development.

GETTING STARTING
Visit farm.bordbia.ie and click on Farm Sustainability Learning Hub. Enter your herd number and the pin
number you received at your last audit. If you do not know this, select ‘forgot pin’ and your pin will be sent to
your mobile phone.
After logging in, you will be taken to the dashboard of the Farm Sustainability Learning Hub. Begin by clicking
the green tab (click here to view courses). You will be shown the list of courses and can begin them immediately.
You can exit and resume at any stage and your progress will be saved (be sure to click ‘save and exit’ in the top
right corner).
On each slide there is a help button to show you how to navigate between slides. You can move forward or back
through each slide using ‘next’ or ‘previous’, or by clicking the menu button to move between chapters in the
module. When you get to the end of the module, you are given a completion rate. You must complete at least
80% to mark completion.
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AN INTRODUCTION TO FARMLAND BIODIVERSITY
The course covers the basics of farmland biodiversity across three topics:
•

The importance of farmland biodiversity to agriculture.

•

How invasive alien species can affect farmland.

•

How farmers can enhance their farmland’s biodiversity using the four key pillars: retain; maintain;
rejuvenate; and create.

AN INTRODUCTION TO GREENHOUSE GASES
This ten minute course tests your knowledge on greenhouse gases (GHG). By the end of the course you will
know:
•

The main sources of GHG from agriculture.

•

Which greenhouse gases have the greatest global warming potential.

•

How ammonia affects GHGs.
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GREENHOUSE GASES: THE TEAGASC MARGINAL ABATEMENT COST
CURVE (MACC)
This course sets out how the recommendations in the Teagasc Marginal Abatement Cost Curve (the MACC) can
reduce your GHGs in a cost effective manner.
This module covers:
•

An introduction to the Teagasc MACC.

•

How to interpret the MACC graphs.

•

The measures with the greatest potential to reduce GHG emissions.

•

How to choose measures that achieve the greatest GHG reduction at minimal cost.

RESPONSIBLE USE OF ANTIBIOTICS
This module addresses the issue of antimicrobial resistance (AMR). There are two main topics in this module:
topic one covers what AMR is, how it relates to antibiotic use on farms, and the global One Health approach.
The second topic covers preventative measures that farmers can take to combat AMR. This module takes
approximately 30 minutes to complete. On successful completion of this module, You will receive a certificate,
which you can download.
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Parasite Control at
Housing
Dr Natascha Meunier, Beef HealthCheck Programme Manager

D

osing at housing is a common practice but it is also a good time to assess how effective your parasite
control plan has been over the grazing period. Parasite burdens can be associated with economic
losses even if there are no obvious clinical signs. It is good practice to measure the performance of your
animals through growth rates, fertility, body condition scores or milk yield. If animals are meeting their targets,
then your parasite control plan is likely to be effective, but a review may identify areas for improvement or cost
savings.
During housing, cattle do not pick-up any new worm or fluke infections, as these occur mainly at grazing on
pasture. Effective treatment at housing can therefore keep animals virtually free of worms and liver fluke
until they are back on pasture in spring. Lice and mite issues can surface at housing and these should also be
considered in the treatment plan.
Antiparasitic products can work for more than one type of parasite, so it is important to discuss which product
is best for your farm depending on the parasite control plan in your herd. Always check the withdrawal period
for finishing animals or dairy cows.

LIVER FLUKE
Liver fluke can take 8-12 weeks to develop into adults once cattle are infected, so at the time of housing
immature liver fluke may be present. Not all flukicides are effective against immature liver fluke and the
flukicides can be grouped into three main types:
•

Flukicides that kill adult liver fluke only (e.g. albendazole, clorsulon or oxyclozanide). If only one
treatment is given, this should be 10-12 weeks after housing. It might be preferable to treat earlier at
housing and then follow up with a second treatment if the liver fluke burden is expected to be high to
prevent production losses.

•

Flukicides that kill juvenile fluke from six to eight weeks of age and adults (e.g. closantel, nitroxinil
or rafoxanide). If only a single treatment is given, this should be delayed until at least 6-8 week after
housing.

•

Flukicides that kill all stages including early-immature fluke (triclabendazole). These can be given from
2 weeks after housing.

Each farm has a different risk for liver fluke so discuss any treatment plan with your veterinary practitioner,
taking the farm history into account.
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RUMEN FLUKE
Infection with rumen fluke does not usually cause clinical disease. If rumen fluke eggs are detected on a faecal
egg sample and the animals are healthy, they do not usually require treatment. As there is only one product
available in Ireland for treatment for rumen fluke, always discuss whether treatment is necessary with your
veterinary practitioner.

ROUNDWORMS
Stomach and gut worms, as well as lungworms (collectively known as roundworms) can usually be controlled
by any of the three main anthelmintic (wormer) groups. The exception to this are the larvae of the stomach
worm Ostertagia, which become dormant in the stomach wall over the winter period and can cause scours
in the later winter/ early spring when they continue their development. Products containing levamisole
(yellow drench) are not effective against these inhibited larvae; instead, use a product from the clear drenches
(macrocyclic lactones) or certain white drenches (benzimidazoles).

LICE AND MITES
Closer contact between animals at housing allow lice and mites to spread easily between animals. The longer
hair coats and lack of UV light create a good environment for them to thrive. Lice and mites are normally
treated with either an avermectin (clear drench) injection or pour-on product, or a topical pyrethroid. These
medicines have no effect against lice eggs and once these hatch, an animal may become re-infected. A retreatment later in the season may also be needed if the burden of infection is very high. All animals in a group
should be treated at the same time to prevent reinfection from untreated animals. If a treatment does not
seem to be effective, consult with a veterinary practitioner to identify the parasite involved and develop a
tailored treatment plan.
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Vaccination programme
on Calf to Beef unit
Alan Dillon, Teagasc Green Acres Programme Manager, Teagasc Kilmallock, Co. Limerick

M

artin Connolly is a participant in the Teagasc Green Acres Calf to Beef
programme and runs a 160 head calf to bull beef system on 60 hectares
of generally heavy land near Castleplunkett in Co. Roscommon. The farm
is fragmented and a mix of owned and leased land.
The farm sources over 160 Holstein Friesian bull calves and has moved from finishing
at 24 months of age at 325 kg carcass to an average of 20 months of age at finish
with a carcass of between 320kg and 350kg. The main drivers for the improved
performance have been a focus on animal health during housing periods and
nutritional improvements.
Ensuring calves and older stock remain healthy and thriving throughout their full
lifespan is essential to reducing age of slaughter and increasing daily weight gain.

HEALTH ISSUES
Housing time occurs from early autumn onwards on this farm as bulls are housed for finishing. It is essential
in an intensive bull system that weight targets are met at every stage to ensure maximum feed efficiency.
In previous years Martin would have had some significant pneumonia outbreaks on farm which would have
resulted in veterinary intervention in up to 40% of the calves annually.
Almost all of these outbreaks would have occurred when stock are housed either at the calf rearing stage or at
the time of housing for the first winter.

Martin Connolly's beef animals at grass in Roscommon.
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VACCINATION PROGRAMME
It was decided that a vaccination programme would need to be implemented to tackle this pneumonia
issue. A 3-stage vaccination process which treats RSV, Pi3 and Pasturella was implemented with the first shot
administered within 24 hours of the calves arriving. Calves are sourced locally and generally arrive in batches
of ten. A second shot is administered after 3 weeks and a booster shot is administered prior to housing in
the autumn. Martin is careful not to administer vaccines at a time when the animals may be stressed such
as dehorning time, weaning time, castration time or housing time. This will allow the vaccines to work more
efficiently and ensure maximum efficacy. IBR vaccines are administered also around the time calves arrive and
ensures calves receive booster shots also at prescribed times.
Ventilation is also being worked on at the moment with Martin looking to increase the flow of fresh air through
the sheds. One of the sheds is very enclosed and the option of installing a wind tunnel with a fan is being
examined currently to increase ventilation. With vaccinations Martin has reduced the level of veterinary
intervention to between 5 and 10% of calves annually. Martin hopes that improving the ventilation in sheds will
almost eliminate virus outbreaks entirely. While it is an expense on the farm to administer vaccines annually,
the benefits in terms of less non thriving stock, hitting weight targets and earlier slaughter along with less vet
bills far outweigh the initial cost.
Martin commented “I would highly recommend the vaccination strategy, the difference it has made to the
performance of stock and the less stress and labour it puts on me are benefits I can’t put a price on. It’s
definitely a practice I won’t be changing from”.

PNEUMONIA FACTS
•

Pneumonia is the most common disease associated with housed calves and weanlings.

•

Mortality rates due to pneumonia are approximately 3% in calves in the first 12 weeks of life.

•

The cost of treatment, loss in performance and time cost due to pneumonia can heavily reduce farm
efficiency and profits.

•

Cattle affected by pneumonia earlier in life take two months longer to finish.

•

Cattle exposed to pneumonia but not visibly affected take one month longer to finish.

•

Pneumonia is a multifactorial disease – often caused by many factors.

•

Vaccination is not a fix all; factors such as nutrition, colostrum intake, housing hygiene and ventilation,
overcrowding and stress must all be correct.
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PNEUMONIA VACCINATION
•

A range of vaccines are available which cover the most common pneumonia causing viruses and
bacteria.

•

Vaccines are available in intranasal form to cover the two most common viral forms – Respiratory
syncytial virus (RSV) & Parainfluenza type 3 (Pi3) - and can be administered to calves from a young age
depending on the vaccine brand used.

•

Other vaccines are available in injectable form to cover these two viruses as well as a major bacterial
pneumonia form – Mannheimia haemolytica – and can be given to calves from two weeks old.

IBR
Infectious Bovine Rhinotracheitis (IBR) is a viral disease causing acute inflammation of the upper respiratory
tract. It can significantly reduce animal performance, resulting in economic losses. The virus can lie dormant
in the animal’s system and flare up at times of increased stress. The animal will then begin to shed the virus,
spreading the disease to herd mates.

IBR VACCINATION
•

Intranasal and injectable vaccines are available for IBR and can be administered at the same time as the
pneumonia vaccines outlined above – depending on the product used.

•

In herds where IBR is widespread, intranasal IBR vaccines can be used from two weeks of age.

•

Injectable IBR vaccines can be given from three months of age.

MARTIN’S TOP TIPS FOR CALF AND WEANLING HEALTH
•

Purchase calves from as little sources as possible and know the farms health status and attention to
detail regarding colostrum

•

Transport calves to your farm with as little stress as possible and vaccinate once settled around 24
hours later

•

Ensure booster vaccines are administered as required- never skimp in this area!

•

Ensure housing is up to standard regarding ventilation, bedding, space allowance and drainage

•

Nutrition needs to be kept up to standard and consistent.

•

Ensure vaccines have had time to work prior to housing for the first winter
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