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The bulk tank SCC is an indirect way of estimating the level of subclinical mastitis in the herd. Bulk 
tank SCC is a function of the percentage of quarters infected by major pathogens in a dairy herd. 
Each 100,000 cells/mL indicates approximately 10% of cows are infected.

A series of bulk tank SCCs should be assessed to see both the level and the trend for a herd.

In herds with bulk tank SCCs below 200,000 cells/mL, a sudden increase (of 10% or more) may 
indicate that a clinical case has been missed. The impact will be more pronounced in smaller herds. 
Herds with higher bulk tank SCCs have much more fluctuation of bulk tank SCCs on a day-to-day basis 
because there are so many infected quarters.

Best mastitis control is 
achieved through regular 
monitoring of bulk tank SCC 
and regular milk recording to 
monitor individual cow SCC 
levels. 

Sample graph showing monthly bulk tank SCC pattern.

0

100

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

200

300

400

500

600

Major problem

Problem zone

2010

2011

On target

11
GUIDELINE

Monitor bulk tank SCC 

•	 Checking trends
•	 Seeking advice

•	 Clinical cases 

11.1	 Check bulk tank SCC whenever they arrive, to 
see if they have risen
Ensure you are receiving your bulk tank SCC as soon as 
possible after they are tested. Discuss with your milk 
processor representative the reporting methods that are 
available to you.

Use a graph to help identify trend changes and consult 
with your CellCheck advisor and veterinary practitioner - 
see example below.
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Sample of Milk Processor supplier information website.

Many milk processors now send 
milk test results by SMS.

11.2	 Consult with your CellCheck advisory team if 
close to, or in receipt of, bulk tank SCC results 
which would downgrade your milk, or exceeds 
your farm targets

11.3	 Check for clinical cases - undetected clinical 
cases can cause bulk tank SCC to rise
Regular monitoring of bulk tank SCC is essential to identify 
new clinical cases. If your bulk tank SCC level is usually less 
than 200,000/mL, a 10% increase may indicate a missed 
clinical case and further monitoring for clinical cases is 
necessary. The impact will be more pronounced in smaller 
herds.




