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Dosing at housing 

BEEF HEALTHCHECK PROGRAMME

Natascha Meunier, Beef HealthCheck Programme Manager

Dosing at housing is a common practice but it is also a good time to assess how effective your parasite 
control plan has been over the grazing period. Parasite burdens can be associated with economic losses 
even if there are no obvious clinical signs. It is good practice to measure the performance of your animals 

through growth rates, fertility, body condition scores or milk yield. If animals are meeting their targets, then your 
parasite control plan is likely to be effective, but a review may identify areas for improvement or cost savings. 

During housing, cattle do not pick up any new worm or fluke infections, as these occur mainly at grazing on 
pasture. Effective treatment at housing can therefore keep animals virtually free of worms and liver fluke until 
they are back on pasture in spring.
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Key message for healthy cattle at housing

https://youtu.be/rhzSuLRcfE4


The target parasites at housing are gut worms, lungworm, liver fluke, lice and mites. Antiparasitic products can 
work for more than one type of parasite, so it is important to discuss which product is best for your farm depending 
on the parasite control plan in your herd. 

• Make sure to use combination products only if it is necessary to target multiple parasite types, e.g. use a 
wormer and flukicide product only if targeting both gut worms and liver fluke.  

• Using a product targeting the inhibited larvae of the stomach worm Ostertagia at housing can reduce 
the risk of serious disease in late winter/early spring. Products containing levamisole (yellow drench) are 
not effective against these inhibited larvae, rather use a product from the clear drenches (macrocyclic 
lactones) or certain white drenches (benzimidazoles).

• If treating animals for lice and mites, make sure to treat all in-contact animals in the group. 
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• When treating for liver fluke, ensure the product works for the stage of the liver fluke life cycle that is 
expected to be present i.e. in the first 8-12 weeks after housing either use a product that is effective 
against immature liver fluke or re-treat if necessary after this time. A dung sample 8 weeks after treatment 
at housing can be taken to check whether additional treatments are needed.

• Always check the withdrawal period for finishing animals or dairy cows. 

Dealing with lice and mites around housing

https://youtu.be/TDLozpMzgG8


Many farmers have taken part in the BEEP-S programme and submitted a dung sample for testing before 
November. It is important to note that this was only a snapshot in time and it is good to discuss the results with 
your veterinary practitioner. For example, the presence of rumen fluke eggs does not usually require treatment, 
whereas not seeing liver fluke eggs does not exclude the possibility that the cattle are infected with immature 
fluke which are not yet producing eggs.
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Factory reports from the Beef HealthCheck programme also give an indication if there is liver fluke on farm. 

The importance and interpretation of Faecal
Egg Counts as part of the BEEP - S Programme

The Beef HealthCheck Programme – 
cattle liver and lung monitoring

https://youtu.be/Msz3SOX9qDs
https://youtu.be/v1CdI-_wvQw


Michelle McGrath, Assistant CellCheck Programme Manager

Last month I outlined the importance of preparing for drying off 
in advance of the actual day and highlighted the tasks that need 
to be done beforehand. Here I will focus on the main points to 

remember on the day of dry off. It is very important to take your time 
and have sufficient help available to ensure it is done as safely and 
hygienically as possible. New legislation will become law in January 
2022, which will prohibit the ‘preventive’ use of antibiotics. This 
will mean that many cows will no longer have the safety net of an 
antibiotic at drying off and will be relying on teat sealer alone, hence 
the importance of hygiene, which cannot be over-emphasised. We 
should use this drying off event as an opportunity to prepare for this 
change. 

Firstly, we need to define what we mean by hygiene as everybody 
can have different standards! Inserting intramammary tubes should 
be carried out as a sterile procedure, which is difficult to achieve as 
the parlour is not a sterile environment. A good hygiene standard to 
consider, and one which most of you will have experienced, is to think 
about the level of cleaning and sterilisation that a cow undergoes before 
a caesarean section. If the procedure was done without adequate 
preparation of the surgical site, then this would certainly lead to an 
infection post-surgery. The same could be said for tubing cows without 
sterilising the teats properly first. It is so easy to introduce bacteria into 
the teat end if it is not disinfected properly or if the tip of the tube has 
been contaminated. Infection from these environmental bacteria can 
cause severe mastitis and may even result in death in some situations.

To keep things as sterile as possible, more than one person is often 
needed to do the job well. Don’t forget to mark cows before treatment, 
to avoid any mistakes afterwards. Those administering the tubes should 
be adequately trained and have experience and good technique. It is a 
good idea to have one person in charge of tubing to eliminate the risk of 
human error. Keep the number of cows to be treated after milking to a 
manageable number, approx. 20 per person. It will take between 5 and 
7 minutes to dry off a cow correctly and if cows spend too long waiting 

Hygiene, Hygiene, Hygiene!
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in the parlour, they will naturally create a lot of faeces, increasing 
the risk of environmental contamination. It is important when 
sterilising the teats to start with the furthest away teat first and 
when tubing to begin with the nearest teats; this eliminates the 
risk of contaminating the teats by accidently brushing off them 
with your arm. Some people prefer, if using both antibiotic and 
sealer, to give both tubes to one teat before moving on to the 
next, rather than treating all teats with the antibiotic tubes first 
and then the sealers. It really doesn’t matter which system you 
use as long as you stick to one to avoid confusion, and make sure 
that your goal is to minimise the risk of contamination. Remember 
that teat sealers are not massaged into the udder like antibiotic 
treatments. They must sit in the lower part of the teat to create 
the seal. This is achieved by gently squeezing the top of the teat 
where it attaches to the udder, to close it, ensuring the sealer 
remains in the canal. Sometimes teat sealers can be difficult to 
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administer. Do not be tempted to warm tubes in a bucket of water as water-borne bacteria can cause serious 
cases of mastitis. Instead place the bucket of teat sealers in a warm room overnight or place sealers within a dry 
bucket and then stand this bucket containing the tubes in a bucket of warm water. Make sure cows can stand in a 
clean yard for at least half an hour afterwards.

Finally, the importance of good hygiene during the dry period should not be forgotten. Cows are very susceptible 
to picking up new infections during the dry period but especially in the first 2 weeks after drying off until the teats 
have sealed properly and in the 2 weeks prior to calving. They need to be monitored closely and regularly for any 
signs of infection, during these high-risk times.
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CELLCHECK REGIONAL COORDINATORS
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Majella Mc Cafferty
086 0597949 
majella.mccafferty@aurivo.ie
Mayo/Sligo/Donegal
Aurivo

Tom Downes
087 2564669
downest@lakeland.ie
Longford/Monaghan
Lakeland Dairies

5

Brendan Dillon
087 2626851
BrDillon@glanbia.ie
Cork/Waterford/
Wexford/Wicklow 
Glanbia

John Murphy
066 7163200 
john.murphy@kerry.ie
Kerry/Clare
Kerry Agribusiness

Tom Starr
087 6697010
tstarr@arrabawn.ie
Tipperary/Limerick
National Co-op

John Fitzpatrick
086 0426567
fitzpatrickj@glanbia.ie
Kilkenny/Laois/Carlow/
Kildare/Dublin 
Glanbia

Andrew O’Neill
086 1836505
aoneill@tipperary-coop.ie
Tipperary
Tipperary Co-Op

Denis Guiry
086 8098639
dguiry@dairygold.ie
Cork/Tipperary/Lim-
erick
Dairygold

Aoife Feeney 
afeeney@carbery.com
087 3484901.
West Cork
Carbery Group
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A Resource and Point of Contact for 
CellCheck Activities in your Area
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Completing your 2020 
IJCP requirements

Johne's Control
AnimalHealthIreland.ie

IRISH JOHNE’S CONTROL PROGRAMME
Animal Health Ireland, 2-5 The Archways, Carrick-on-Shannon, Co. Leitrim, N41 WN27

Lawrence Gavey, Johne’s disease Programme Manager

T he end of the year is fast approaching.  If you are participating in the Irish Johne’s Control Programme, you 
have only a small window of time remaining to complete the programme requirements.  An extension for 
completion, as was provided at the end of 2019, is not expected to be granted for this year. 

Your ICBF display of Johne’s herd records has recently been enhanced to show clearly your progress towards 
completing your whole herd test and veterinary risk assessment and management plan (VRAMP), and whether 
there are animals in your herd for which ancillary PCR (dung) testing is required or ELISA (blood or milk) re-testing 
is recommended.  There is a guide to using the ICBF screen on the AHI website click here.

Outstanding actions should be undertaken by 15th December to ensure they are completed and uploaded to ICBF 
before the end of the year. The following are the most common outstanding actions.

There are 1,400 herds that have yet to complete a VRAMP for 2020. This is a fully funded annual requirement of 
the programme, so if you still need to complete a VRAMP this year (as shown on ICBF), you should be in touch 
with your veterinary practitioner to arrange it.  You may conduct your VRAMP remotely this year, especially for 
herds with a prior VRAMP and your vet’s familiarity with the herd, to reduce farm visits and protect against COVID 
spread.

Almost 600 herds have yet to start their whole herd test.  Milk testing has practically finished, so herd testing must 
be conducted on blood samples now.  This may be easier now, as cows are being housed.  Contact your veterinary 
practitioner immediately to arrange this testing.
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400 herds have started but not completed their whole herd test.  
You can check on ICBF or with your veterinary practitioner to see 
whether this applies to your herd.  If you have animals on the farm 
that were missed when the milking herd was tested, contact your 
veterinary practitioner to arrange for them to be tested as required.  
If the animals are no longer on the farm, complete an ‘Application 
for Exemption’ form.  If the animals are non-breeding beef animals 
held separately to the dairy herd, complete the ‘Notification for 
Exemption’ form.  These forms are available from AHI or your 
veterinary practitioner, and should be submitted to AHI.

Remember that to meet the conditions to be paid testing assistance, 
you must complete both the VRAMP and whole herd test.  In 2019 
there were 33 herds that started their whole herd test, but neither 
completed the testing nor applied for an exemption from testing for 
untested eligible animals so were ineligible for payment of testing 
assistance.  Don’t let this happen to you in 2020; if unsure, consult 
your veterinary practitioner or AHI.

The herd test includes doing PCR testing on dung samples from 
animals which have a positive or inconclusive ELISA result from the 
blood or milk test (unless the herd already has a positive result to a 
faecal culture or PCR test).  This is important, because these animals 
are considered infected, and the herd also considered infected, 
if the dung test is not done, and that is not in the best interest 
of the farmer, the Irish dairy industry or the programme.  Dung 
testing when required by the programme is fully funded.  It is not 
a condition for payment of herd testing assistance, but should be 
done as soon as possible after the ELISA test results are reported, 
and like blood testing is probably easier when the cows are in the 
shed.  If you’re unsure whether you have animals needing a dung 
test, contact your veterinary practitioner or AHI.

The AHI website (click here) provides more information on the IJCP, 
including the exemption forms, ICBF User Guide and Flowchart to 
guide you in the required steps of the programme. 

It has been a difficult year due to the uncertainties and restrictions 
of COVID.  Let’s finish the year on a positive by completing the 
VRAMP and whole herd test and dung test if appropriate, so that 
you are best equipped to prevent or control the spread and impacts 
of Johne’s disease in 2021 and beyond.

https://animalhealthireland/programmes/johnes-disease/
https://animalhealthireland/programmes/johnes-disease/
https://animalhealthireland/programmes/johnes-disease/


ANIMAL HEALTH IRELAND
Contributing to a profitable and sustainable farming and agri-food sector through improved animal health

Animal Health Ireland, 2-5 The Archways, Carrick-on-Shannon, Co. Leitrim, N41 WN27

Phone: 071 9671928  |  Email: nmorgan@animalhealthireland.ie  |  Website:  www.animalhealthireland.ie

www.animalhealthireland.ie




