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 TB test coming up soon? Take advantage and 
get your Johne's disease testing done too!
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As COVID restrictions are easing, herdowners will be resuming normal operations, albeit with continuing 
restricted movements and person-to-person contact. All milk recording services have recently been 
reinstated and veterinary visits will be less restricted.  Many herds will be scheduling their TB test and why 

not take that opportunity to do your Whole Herd Test (WHT) for Johne’s disease at the same time?

Remember that the WHT must be conducted at least 6 months after the 2019 WHT started, and should be 
conducted at least 90 days after TB testing (if not done on the first day of TB testing) and at least 7 days after 
calving.

Remember that every animal on the farm over 2 years of age on the date the WHT commences must be tested.  

If you are testing by milk, within 30 days after the milk sampling get your veterinary practitioner to sample the 
non-milkers (e.g. bulls, cull cows, dry cows, sick animals).  If you have cows scheduled for culling, either cull them 
before you start the Johne’s WHT or ensure they are included in the testing.

There is one exemption to the testing requirements and that applies to cattle run as a completely separate, non-
breeding beef herd (e.g. a beef finishing unit on an out-block).  To avail of the exemption, use the form on the AHI 
website.  
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Do the risks of COVID-19 imply any changes to the Irish Johne’s Control Programme?

It is of course essential that undertaking animal sampling and the VRAMP are conducted in compliance 
with COVID restrictions and guidance.  

The COVID restrictions apply to people those biosecurity protocols that farmers have been practicing 
for years, including for Johne’s disease.  The COVID testing, movement restrictions and self-isolation, 
exclusion of sick people, hand-washing, masking, and social distancing certainly have parallels with, and 
reinforce, the key elements of the IJCP: whole herd testing, farm biosecurity and responsible selling of 
test-positive animals, early separation of calves, cow and calf hygiene, using only low-risk colostrum, 
milk and milk replacer, and raising replacements separate from the milking herd.  Although the specific 
diseases are different, herdowners in the IJCP should feel reassured that they are doing the right things 
by their animals and their farm to protect against the spread and impacts of JD.




