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When I was in practice, I had many a ‘robust’ discussion with farmers trying to convince them of the 
benefits of milk recording. Sometimes I was successful, but it was not an easy argument to win. 
Hopefully when you have finished reading this article, I will have convinced at least some of you that 

it really is money well spent. As dairy farmers, you have an opportunity to invest in the long-term profitability of 
your herds, through resuming or even entering milk recording for the first time. There are multiple benefits to 
milk recording, many of which farmers may not be aware of. For some farmers, milk recording was suspended 
earlier in the year as a result of COVID restrictions, but all services are now back in action. If you didn’t get 
started yet and are tempted to leave it until next year……don’t!!! It is never too late in the year to start milk recording and filling 
the information gaps that have developed. Simply put, you cannot manage what you do not measure!

It ’s never too late to milk
record!
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Regular milk recording allows the herd owner to keep track of the somatic cell 
count (SCC) of each cow. After all year-round teat disinfection, milk recording 
is the next most important tool in dealing with high SCC and mastitis. Milk 
recording identifies and facilitates the management of problem cows and 
could dramatically improve your milk price by decreasing your herd’s overall 
SCC. Herds that are milk recording get a CellCheck Farm Summary Report 
after each recording. This report highlights the areas of excellence in terms 
of mastitis control, and areas that could be improved. It quantifies the daily 
loss occurring because of high SCC cows, so the herd owner can clearly see 
what can be gained financially from preventing infection. It is important 
to note that the milk recording organisations, veterinary practitioners and 
others provide support to help farmers analyse the information. These 
services should be availed of as lack of interpretation or failure to act on 
the results limits the potential to improve herd performance. 

The most obvious benefit of milk recording is that it allows the farmer to 
track their best and worst producers. This enables the farmer to make 
management decisions such as which cows are underperforming and may 
be suitable to cull or, which cows are high performers and are therefore 
more suitable for breeding replacements. The lower the milk price the 
more important it is to identify passenger cows and get rid of them, 
especially when grass supplies are limited as is happening currently in much 
of the country due to the drought. Milk recording adds significant value to 
any surplus breeding stock being sold off the farm and records from milk 
recording m a y  increase the compensation available for animals that 
must be culled because of a positive TB reaction.

The number of herds milk recording in Ireland is low relative to our 
international counterparts a  nd n eeds to increase significantly. Its 
importance will become even more critical with the regulations around dry 
cow therapy changing in 2022. ICBF coordinates the Irish milk recording 
service and there are two types of milk recording services available, the 
Recorder service or the Electronic DIY service. Contact your local milk 
recording organisation to find out more. Research ha s shown that milk 
recording will lead to €120 increase in profit per cow, which is still a 10-
fold return on an average cost of €12 euro per cow annually. There may 
be a bit of work involved in milk recording, but it is small relative to the 
return you get with the information that milk recording provides. 

The most obvious 
benefit of milk 
recording is that it 
allows the farmer to 
track their best and 
worst producers. This 
enables the farmer to 
make management 
decisions such as 
which cows are 
underperforming and 
may be suitable to cull 
or, which cows are 
high performers and 
are therefore more 
suitable for breeding 
replacements.
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CELLCHECK REGIONAL COORDINATORS
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Majella Mc Cafferty
086 0597949 
majella.mccafferty@aurivo.ie
Mayo/Sligo/Donegal
Aurivo

Tom Downes
087 2564669
downest@lakeland.ie
Longford/Monaghan
Lakeland Dairies
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Brendan Dillon
087 2626851
BrDillon@glanbia.ie
Cork/Waterford/
Wexford/Wicklow 
Glanbia

John Murphy
066 7163200 
john.murphy@kerry.ie
Kerry/Clare
Kerry Agribusiness

Tom Starr
087 6697010
tstarr@arrabawn.ie
Tipperary/Limerick
National Co-op

John Fitzpatrick
086 0426567
fitzpatrickj@glanbia.ie
Kilkenny/Laois/Carlow/
Kildare/Dublin 
Glanbia

Andrew O’Neill
086 1836505
aoneill@tipperary-coop.ie
Tipperary
Tipperary Co-Op

Denis Guiry
086 8098639
dguiry@dairygold.ie
Cork/Tipperary/Lim-
erick
Dairygold

Aoife Feeney 
afeeney@carbery.com
087 3484901.
West Cork
Carbery Group
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A Resource and Point of Contact for 
CellCheck Activities in your Area
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