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Preparing for Change
Michelle McGrath, Assistant CellCheck Programme Manager

A

s mentioned last month, 2021 is an important year for farmers in preparing for the new legislation on
veterinary medicines that will be implemented in January 2022. It will mean that antibiotics can no longer
be used without evidence of infection. The reason for this is that there is mounting pressure on all sectors
of society to reduce antibiotic use, due to the global threat from the emergence of antibiotic-resistant strains
of bacteria. Antimicrobial resistance is not only a threat to livestock but also to public health, with an estimated
700,000 people dying globally of drug resistant infections every year. If nothing is done, this figure could rise to 10
million people by 2050.Dairy farmers are being encouraged to practice selective dry cow therapy (SDCT) in a bid
to minimise the use of antibiotics at drying off.
Understandably, many farmers are concerned about moving away from blanket dry cow therapy. To help allay
these fears and help you prepare for this transition, we are profiling some farmers who have already been
practicing SDCT for some time, and to find out what they do to ensure its success. You might be wondering why
we are speaking about drying off cows at this stage of the year, but the whole lactation is important to ensure a
successful dry period, and what you do now is important for the drying off period at the end of the year.
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Vincent Hennessy as he
prepared for drying off
last winter.

John Fitzgerald, who milks nearly 200 cows near Mallow in Co Cork with his son-in-law Vincent Hennessy started
practicing SDCT three years ago. John said
“Our initial motivation to do so was for economic reasons but we soon saw additional benefits, like
not having to worry about the risk of antibiotic residues in the tank post calving. We started SDCT
with a small number of cows but as our confidence grew we now do about 75% of the herd. We
were pleasantly surprised that there was no increase in cows calving with a high cell count. We
found that restricting treatment to ‘higher risk’ cows cut unnecessary use of antibiotics and saved
us money, with no threat to udder health.”
He emphasised the importance of hygiene at drying off and of selecting the correct cows that don’t
need antibiotics. “We do this by milk recording at least 4 times a year and recording any clinical
case throughout the year on a whiteboard in the parlour. Then we transfer this information later
to our Herdwatch package when we’re not so busy. We’ll do our first milk recording of the year in
the next couple of weeks. This will give us accurate information about what’s going on in the herd.
It also shows us how successful our last dry period was, by comparing SCC values before and after
calving. When picking cows that are suitable for SDCT, we pick those that have an SCC of 100,000
or less. During the dry period we put a lot of emphasis on keeping the cubicles clean and dry by
liming twice a day and we also teat spray the heifers every second day for the last 3 weeks before
they calve”
We will come back to John and Vincent later in the Spring for an update, and to look at other things they are doing
throughout the year to be ready for the drying off in 2021.
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CELLCHECK REGIONAL COORDINATORS

A Resource and Point of Contact for
CellCheck Activities in your Area
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Tom Starr
087 6697010
tstarr@arrabawn.ie
Tipperary/Limerick
National Co-op

Majella Mc Cafferty
086 0597949
majella.mccafferty@aurivo.ie
Mayo/Sligo/Donegal
Aurivo
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John Murphy
066 7163200
john.murphy@kerry.ie
Kerry/Clare
Kerry Agribusiness

3

7

6

John Fitzpatrick
086 0426567
fitzpatrickj@glanbia.ie
Kilkenny/Laois/Carlow/
Kildare/Dublin
Glanbia
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Aoife Feeney
afeeney@carbery.com
087 3484901.
West Cork
Carbery Group
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Andrew O’Neill
086 1836505
aoneill@tipperary-coop.ie
Tipperary
Tipperary Co-Op
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Tom Downes
087 2564669
downest@lakeland.ie
Longford/Monaghan
Lakeland Dairies

Brendan Dillon
087 2626851
BrDillon@glanbia.ie
Cork/Waterford/
Wexford/Wicklow
Glanbia
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Denis Guiry
086 8098639
dguiry@dairygold.ie
Cork/Tipperary/Limerick
Dairygold
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