
Finola McCoy, CellCheck Programme Manager

APRIL EDITION | 2020

Monitoring Mastitis

CELLCHECK PROGRAMME

NATIONAL MASTITIS CONTROL PROGRAMME CellCheck
AnimalHealthIreland.ieAnimal Health Ireland, 2-5 The Archways, Carrick-on-Shannon, Co. Leitrim, N41 WN27

T he breeding season has started or is about to start for many of you, so again we are heading into another 
busy period on the farm. It is still important not to forget about the jobs that are not seasonal and need 
constant monitoring, like controlling somatic cell counts! 

Knowing how your herd is performing is the first step in getting mastitis under control. To do this you need 
records - at a minumum SCC records and clinical case/treatment records. Monthly milk recording provides the 
most accurate measures of performance. CellCheck and ICBF have developed a farm summary report that shows 
recent trends in the herd and the long-term herd average. It provides information on the number of infected cows 
and the spread of mastitis in your herd. If cows are milk recorded within the first month of calving, the report can 
also provide information on the effectiveness of your mastitis control over the dry period.  It will identify cure 
rates from previous lactations and show how effective you have been in preventing new infections during the dry 
cow period. 

Cows with an individual SCC >200,000 cells/ml are likely to have an infected quarter. These cows are not only 
contributing to the bulk tank SCC, but they are also a potential source of infection for other cows in the herd.  Very 
often these cows do not show clinical signs, yet they pose a massive threat to the herd. These animals need to 
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be addressed to reduce the spread of infection 
in the longer term. To identify infected quarters, 
use your California Mastitis Test (CMT). The CMT 
is a simple indicator of SCC in milk and a useful 
technique for detecting subclinical mastitis on 
farm, providing an immediate result and can be 
used by any member of farm staff. The test is 
subjective, but any positive reaction indicates a 
high SCC in that quarter; practise on cows with 
a known high SCC to improve accuracy. A video 
showing the CMT procedure is available to watch 
on the AHI website, click here. 

https://youtu.be/cVeFTWN_mFw
https://youtu.be/cVeFTWN_mFw
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The current restrictions as a result of COV-ID 19 means that milk recording services using a technician have been 
suspended. For those of you that normally milk record this way, it is important to get started again as soon as is 
possible, to get back on track for this season and to identify any problem cows that may be in the herd. In the 
meantime, make good use of your CMT!

Once an infected quarter has been identified, a sterile sample can be collected from this quarter and sent to the 
laboratory. Sterile collection is very important for successful culturing of milk samples. A good technique involves 
planning and some patience! The laboratory will then process the milk sample to identify any bacteria present. 
They will also check if the bacteria are susceptible to a predetermined list of antibiotics. This is known as antibiotic 
susceptibility testing.  However, these results only act as a guide as conditions on a laboratory plate are not always 
exactly the same as in a cow’s udder. Remember, if Mycoplasma bovis is suspected as a cause of mastitis in your 
herd, a special request needs to be made to the laboratory to look for this as it does not grow under routine 
culture methods-discuss this with your veterinary practitioner.

Mastitis cure rates vary from 20-80% depending on various factors, for example, duration of infection, type of 
bacteria involved and age of cow. Sometimes the only option is to remove the cow as a potential source from the 
herd or at a minimum dry off the infected quarter. However, it is difficult to predict the likelihood of that quarter 
still being infected at next lactation. 

Finally, work with your CellCheck advisors, who will engage with other service providers for your farm to ensure 
that you get the best solutions. You will gain more from a joined-up team approach than tackling mastitis control 
in isolation. 
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Enda Faulkner
087 7057631 
enda.faulkner@aurivo.ie
Mayo/Sligo/Donegal
Aurivo

Tom Downes
087 2564669
downest@lakeland.ie
Longford/Monaghan
Lakeland Dairies
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Brendan Dillon
087 2626851
BrDillon@glanbia.ie
Cork/Waterford/
Wexford/Wicklow 
Glanbia

John Murphy
066 7163200 
john.murphy@kerry.ie
Kerry/Clare
Kerry Agribusiness

Tom Starr
087 6697010
tstarr@arrabawn.ie
Tipperary/Limerick
National Co-op

John Fitzpatrick
086 0426567
fitzpatrickj@glanbia.ie
Kilkenny/Laois/Carlow/
Kildare/Dublin 
Glanbia

Andrew O’Neill
086 1836505
aoneill@tipperary-coop.ie
Tipperary
Tipperary Co-Op

Denis Guiry
086 8098639
dguiry@dairygold.ie
Cork/Tipperary/Lim-
erick
Dairygold

Aoife Feeney 
afeeney@carbery.com
087 3484901.
West Cork
Carbery Group
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A Resource and Point of Contact for 
CellCheck Activities in your Area
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