
YOU may not have done a milk recording yet this year in an effort to reduce costs. However, the 
longer you continue to manage your herd without any individual cow information, the more profit 
you are likely to be losing. Milk recording is the best tool you have to establish which cows are the 
most productive in terms of fat, protein and milk yields, and ‘paying their way’.  It also allows you 
to identify cows with elevated SCC-these may have no visible signs of infection, but they will spread 
infection within your herd and raise your bulk tank SCC. Cows with a high SCC are losing you money. 
Can you afford to keep carrying all of these ‘passengers’?

Regular milk recording will give much better information than ad hoc individual cow testing. Don’t 
leave it until next year to start milk recording again-remember it is better late than never! If you start 
milk recording now it will allow you to:

1.	 Identify cows with high SCC:

a.	 consider drying these cows off early. It will reduce their impact on your bulk tank SCC, reduce 
the risk of spread to other cows and with targeted dry cow treatment (DCT) they will have the 
best chance of curing. 

b.	 segregate high SCC cows, and milk them last if you are not going to dry them off yet. If it is not 
possible to run them as a separate herd, hold them back and milk them last. This will prevent 
them infecting other cows.

2.	 Develop a culling list of cows that have had recurring high SCC and mastitis problems and are 
unlikely to cure – consider culling cows that have had high SCC for two consecutive lactations.

3.	 Consider selective DCT this year i.e. selecting which cows to treat with dry cow antibiotic based 
on their infection status. You can only make informed decisions with milk recording information. 
Discuss this with your vet.

CELLCHECK TIP OF THE MONTH

Better late than never!
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For milk recording services contact:
Munster Cattle Breeding Group (023) 43228

Progressive Genetics (01) 4502142
Tipperary Co-op (062) 33111

Further information on milk 
recording is available in 

Guideline 23 of the CellCheck 
Farm Guidelines for Mastitis 

Control.




