
WHILE many farmers may consider the dry period as a time for winding down and a 
break (and rightly so!), it is also the time to get the next lactation off to a great start. What 
you do now when you dry off your herd can make or break 2015, in terms of udder health 
and mastitis control.

The dry period is an opportunity to cure persistently infected cows.  However, drying off 
and the dry period can also be a period of risk. While the teat canal is still open in the early 
dry period, bacteria can gain access to the quarter from the environment. Bacteria can 
also be inadvertently introduced when giving dry cow therapy. Hygiene and technique at 
drying off is crucial to avoid this. Mistakes made now cannot be fixed later, and will have 
a negative impact on the udder health of your cows next year. Be prepared, be really 
fussy about your hygiene, don’t rush it and make sure you’re not hungry – so have your 
breakfast!

2015 lactation starts now!
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For more information and practical tips on Dry Cow Treatment, see CellCheck Farm Guidelines 
for Mastitis Control-Guidelines 16 -18 & Management Notes C -F 

1.	 MARK COWS BEFORE TREATING

2.	 WEAR CLEAN GLOVES

3.	 DISINFECT TEAT ENDS WELL, STARTING WITH THOSE FURTHEST AWAY

4.	 STARTING WITH THE TEATS NEAREST YOU, GENTLY INFUSE DRY COW 
ANTIBIOTIC, AND MASSAGE INTO THE QUARTER

5.	 WITH TEAT SEALANT, PINCH THE BASE OF THE TEAT, AND DON’T MASSAGE!

6.	 TEAT SPRAY THOROUGHLY AFTERWARDS

7.	 KEEP GOOD RECORDS!!


