DESIGNATED LABORATORIES FOR JOHNE’S DISEASE TESTING



The Johne’s Disease Implementation Group has designated the following laboratories to test blood, milk or faeces samples taken as part of the
Animal Health Ireland Johne’s Disease Control Programme.
You may send samples to the laboratory of your choice.

While every reasonable effort has made to ensure the accuracy of this information at the time of publishing, no representation or guarantee is given, whether by AHI, its employees, subcontractors, agents,
distributors or any other person, that the contents are comprehensive, up to date, or free from error or omissions. AHI is not responsible for the content of external sites.
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Disclaimer
Blood and milk tests for Johne’s disease detect the antibody response of the animal to the bacteria that causes Johne’s Disease. However, this response typically does not develop for some
years after infection. Therefore, it is probable that a significant proportion of infected animals will not be detected by any of the currently available tests, particularly the first time that a herd
is screened. Also, while most positive test results reflect the true infection status of the animal, it is likely that a small proportion of uninfected animals may give positive test results. In such
instances it is recommended that the animal be further tested using a dung sample to detect the bacteria that causes Johne’s Disease (Map). It should be noted however that some infected
animals will have positive test results using blood or milk and negative test results using dung samples. Also, Map can occasionally be detected in faeces taken from uninfected animals that
have consumed faecal material from a shedding animal. This phenomenon of ‘pass through’ is more likely to occur in heavily infected herds. For this reason, faecal culture and PCR should be
restricted to those animals that have a detectable antibody response. In all cases the interpretation of test results should be carried out in conjunction with the AHI approved veterinary
practitioner who carried out the on-farm risk assessment and (if different) with your own vet.
All designated laboratories are independently accredited for Johne’s testing and the test method used (ELISA/PCR). Results relate only to the sample as received by the laboratory and, whilst
laboratories warrant that their tests will meet their applicable declared specifications, the laboratories make no other warranty, expressed or implied and accept no responsibility or liability in
respect of false results which are within the limits of the declared specifications of the tests offered. No representation or warranty is given by AHI, ICBF, the Technical Working Group, the
Implementation Group or any member, employee or other person connected with any of the foregoing bodies as to the accuracy of any Johne’s test method or test result. Neither AHI, ICBF,
the Technical Working Group, the Implementation Group nor any member, employee or other person connected with any of the foregoing bodies shall have any liability or responsibility in
respect of any laboratory or the accuracy of any test methods, test results or reports produced by any laboratory.

While every reasonable effort has made to ensure the accuracy of this information at the time of publishing, no representation or guarantee is given, whether by AHI, its employees, subcontractors, agents,
distributors or any other person, that the contents are comprehensive, up to date, or free from error or omissions. AHI is not responsible for the content of external sites.
JOHDISLAB V34.0
Issued by: AHI
Issue date: 21.08.2017
Page 3 of 3

